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AN 


To a BOOK, Entituled, 


Reaſon « Authoaty, «- 


SIR, 


Have juſt now read over a late Book, entituled, Reaſon 
and Authority ; 1 read it with an exceſs of pleaſure, 
being ſurprized and amazed to find Reaſon ſo bat- 
fled, and a monſtrous Authority advanced againſt 

all reaſon. Non-ſenſe, I perceive, is in faſkion 


A 


and if I and You have as little ſenſe, and are as imperti- . 


nent as others, I may be a Writer, and You a Reader. 

| I perceive by that Book, that a certain Man has left our 
Church without reaſon : He was adviſed to take reaſon, 
and make the beſt uſe of it in the choice of his Religion, 
and the ſetling of his life and practice in order to ſalvation ; 
but he could find no reaſon to ſerve him. He narrowly el- 
caped being an Atheiſ? with reaſon, and had almoſt denyed 
the Being of a God, or at leaſt his Providence, with rea- 
ſon ; and ſomething that looked like to a demonſtration 
againſt the immortality of the Soul had ſo confounded 
him, that he was up head and ears in the water all fouſed, 
and plungedin the doubr, and whether he is yet out of it, 
we know not. 

| = "The 


P. 2, & 3. 


P.4,& 5. 


& 2 av. > ES. - >. ou - >< — 


(2) 

The Man goes on and conſiders the grounds of Reli- 
gion, the Fewiſh and the Chriſtian ; and finds little reaſon 
to think that the fve Books commonly aſcribed to Moſes, 
were ever written by him ; he finds ſo many miſtakes, 
and ſo many errours in the beginning of Gexe/:s, that he 
gives you to gueſs his meaning, though he will not ſpeak 
it, to be, that the Jewiſh Religion is little elſe than a for- 
gery, and that it has but ſmall evidence of a Revelation 
trom God Almighty. 

Thus leaving the Fewiſh Religion, the Man in all haſte 
goes to the Chriſtian, and conſiders the New Teſtameat, as 
the Book which all Chriſtians in all Ages have owned, to 
be the Records of the Chriſtian DoArine: He does not fay 
by whom they were written, but at the reading of the firſt 
Chapter of St. Matthew he was hair'd out of lus wits ; He 
met with ſuch difficulties, that his reaſon could not an- 
ſwer, if he brought any with him to the reading of it ; 
for it is to be ſuſpeted that he uſed none, becauſe a little 
reaſon in ſuch a caſe as this, would at this time have lead 
him to have conſulted his Authority. For if he, whom 
this Man calls God's Ficegerent, and the great Elias, that 
is ſuppoſed to ſolve all doubts, can ſay no more to this 
difficulty, than he himſelf could, he might have kept 
his Reaſon ſtill, as bad as it was, and have been con- 
tent to be ignorant with Reaſon, as well as under Au- 
thority. 

But, Dear Friend, look about you now ; Thus far our 
Authour, booted, and ſpurr'd, and whipping on, has gone 
without reaſon : juſt now reaſon comes in a moſt unlucky 
time, I think for no other purpoſe but to fool the Man, and 
ſet him to combate with an Adverſary that will certainly be 
to ſtrong for him ; for inſtead of fighting us,he now attacks 
Chriſtianity it ſelf, and does all the miſchief he can to that 
Common Faith, which he and we profeſs : To this end he 
revives old Controverſies, and ſtarts new ones, and makes 
Schemes of Chriſtian DoAtrine, and that to ſhew - = 

or 
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World that Chriſtianity has as weak a Foundation as the 
Jewiſh Religion was declared before to have. 

To this end, I ſuppoſe, he tells us the three next things. 
I. That ſome of the Orthodox did not recerve into the Canon 
of the Rcripture, ſome of the Books that are now in it, for 
wear .200 years after the death of our Saviour. 2. That 
every Chriſtian is not able, by reading of the Scripture, 
to compoſe ſuch a Creed as that of Athanaſtus. 3. That 
there are ſome obſcure DoAtrines hard to be underitood a- 
mongſt ' Chriſtians ; and here he ſets down the 7rinz2y, 
Conſubſtantiality, Tranſubſtantiation, Predeſtination, and 
Freewil : every one of theſe are altogether impertinent 
to this Man's purpoſe; they may be of ſome uſe to an 4- 
theiſt, and ſerve him that is reſolv'd to give a ſecret 
wound to Chriſtianity ; but they ſignify nothing to a-Ro- 
wan Catholick, or to him that would plead for Authority 
to determine Controverſies in Chriſtianity in oppoſition 
to Reaſon. 


For, firſt, All the Churches in the World are now a- 
greed about the Books of the New Teſtament ; and when 
the Orthodox in ancient times concurr'd in the acceptance 
of the Books that are now in the Canon, they came to 
this concluſion merely by the reaſon of the caſe, without 
the leaſt interpoſition of any Authority of Pope, or Coun- 
.cil : the laſt Book doubted of was the Revelations; and 
the reaſons for receiving of that, any man may reade in 
Euſebius, lib. 7. cap. 27. as he ſets them down in the words 
of Dionyfius of Alexandria. 

Now I cannot imagine to what purpoſe this Gentleman 
puts us in mind of this old Controverſie ; if he has Au- 
thority for what he does, it may be ſomething for his 
own ſatisfaction; I am ſure he has no reaſon to offer in 
the caſe that can be allowed by any man elſe; for the 
Church of Rome is as zealous to preſerve every one of theſe 
Books in their eſteem and reverence, as Ours is : I gueſs 
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that poſſibly he may be tempted ro ſhew his skill in Con» 
troverſie, and therefore he ſets down with an appearance 
of accuracy, that ſuch Books were not received into the Ca- 
non by the Orthodox for near 200 years after the death of 
our Saviour. But here the Man's skill fails him ; for'it is 
certain that Zreyzus quotes the Revelations in ſeveral pla- 
ces, - as a Book of like Authority with. the reſt of: the New 
Teſtament ; and he himſelf tells us, that he wrote in the 
time of Eleutherius ; and Be/larmine ſets him down as a 
Writer in the Year 180. after our Saviour's birth, and 
that will leſſen the time mentioned of 200. after his death 
by fifty. 

This miſtake is not-worth the noting, if it did not give 
us to ſee how ready ſome men are to lay aſide not onely 
Reaſon, but the Sacred Records of the Chriſtian Faith, not 
conſidering the true conſequences of- their own Action; 
ſince it is moſt certain, that if a full Authority be not at- 
lowed to the Books of the New Teſtames!, there can be no 
pretence to any, either in Pope or Counczl, or in any thing 


that is called Church; 


But our Authour goes. on to a ſecond thing, and' pro- 
ceeds with more than ordinary caution, and ſeems as wiſe 
as a certain Spaniſh Don : he treads out the ground, mea- 
ſures the length of his Weapon, makes a Speech, and: 
would tempt a man to. think he is reſolved to fight ; but 
he withdraws ſafely, and calls in two others to engage ; 
a deſire he has to ſee the Holy Scriptures and Athanafus his 
Creed to combat one another for his divertiſement. Now 


which of theſe two he is for, he ſays not, nor yet ſeems to 


gueſs which would have the better in caſe of a Contraſt : 
But alaſs! this man miſtakes ; thoſe two are Friends ; and 
if there were any difference between that Creed and the 
Holy Scriptures, Athanaſius (it he were now alive) would 
be the fir{t man to declare againſt that Creed : it is certain 
he. learnt, and founded all his Doctrines upon thoſe ;. no 

man. 
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man read them with greater care and attention ; no man 
cites them oftner, or with greater, veneration. 

Whether our Authour knew this or no, I cannot tell ; 
but after all his preparatory flouriſhes, he gives no more 
than this dry inſipid requeſt to the Fathers of our Church, 
that they would not tel him that every Chriſtian, ſuppoſe 
every Baker, Shoemaker, or Cobler, «pon a fincere peruſal 
of this Holy Book, would certainly have compoſed the Creed. 
of Athanaſius. Now this is a thing which never was 
ſpoken, either by Biſhop, Presbyter, or Deacon, or Pariſh 
Clerk. Can any Reverend Biſho be preſumed. to think, 
and ſay, that the great pot our a 
reaſon, more art, more $kill in Conſequences than every 
Cobler and Tinker, or than this Man's two Friends, Nailor 
and Muggleton 2 it is prodigious to think how men dote, 
that undertake to write Books againſt Reaſon. 

But whatever this Man does, or can ſay, moſt certain 
it is, that if A:thanafrus was the Compoſer of this Creed, 
he did it upon a fincere peruſal of the Holy. Scriptures, by 
the power of a good Reaſon, and by the skill which he had. 
in Conſequence. As for Authority of Pope or Council he. 
had none for this Compoſition ; this Creed lay in-obſcu- 
rity, and was unknown in the Church long aftcr the days. 
of Athanaſius ; and as it was compoſed ar-firſt, fo it was 
brought into the uſe of the Church afterwards for ſome 
time without any conſiderable Authority, mcrzly by the 
" private reaſon of ſome that were little more than private 
Men. 


Thirdly, In the next place our Authour ſets down ſome 


matters of Faith, great and neceſſary Articles, as he calls 
them; and theſe are the Myſtery of the Incarnation, the 
Doftrines of the Trinity, Conſubſtantiality, Tranſubltantia- 
. tion, Predeſt ination and Free-will, Theic he examincd by 
his Reaſon, but he does not tell us what account his Rea- 
ſon gave of them. Ir is poſlible aiter a fincere peruſal of 


the: 


had not more:iwit and 
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the Holy Scriptures, that he might find great reaſon to 


believe the {carnation of our Lord, and the Doqtrine of 
the Trinity, and by conſequence that of Conſub/tantiality, 
and ſomething of a Predeftination; and it is poſlible that 
from thence he found no reaſon to believe the Doctrine of 
Tranſubſtantiation, for herein many other Mens Reaſons 
would agree with His. This he does not tell us, but yet 
this I will preſume in fayour to him; that he does not 
think that the Fathers in the Council of Nice, and thoſe 
in the after Countils, who fixed the Doctrine of the 7ri- 
nity and Conſubſtantiality; I ſay, he does not think, but 
that they made their Determinations with higheſt reaſon ; 
I will preſume too that he thinks that the Fathers in the 
Lateran and Tridentine Councils had reaſon to determine 
the Doqrine of 7ranſub/tantiation ; for though we think 
that in theſe two later Councils, the generality acted by 
falſe reaſons, by prejudice, and by worldly intereſt; yet 
we do not doubt but they all, and every one of them, pre- 
tended to at with reaſon ; for certain it is, that the pri- 
vate reaſon of any ſingle man, is a much better guide than 
the private Spirit of a Quaker, or any other : for a Rea- 
ſon may be urged, and is upon information to be correc- 
ted, but the pretence to the Spirit is not. But if the ma- 
jority of thoſe Fathers at the Conncil of Nice were able by 
Scripture and Reaſon to eſtabliſh rhoſe Dodtrines of the 
Trinity and Conſubſtantiality to be Articles of the Chriſtian 
Faith ; I know not why our A«thour, ſince he has the 
ſame Scripture and like Reaſon, might not have done the 
ſame. Sure I am, that after this Council, Athanaftus plea- 
ded much in the defence of the truth of theſe Doctrines, 
and that not from the Authority of the Council, but from 


Sozom. 1ib. 7. the true ſenſe and meaning of the ſeveral Texts ; the ſame 


way of arguing was uſed in the firſt Conſtantinopolitan 
Council, and fo it continued, till Theodofgus, by advice 
of Nettarius, which he received from Sifnnius, took ano- 
ther method, : 


After 
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After theſe doughty performances, our Authour p. s. 
comes in the next place a little more cloſely to Scrip- 
ture, or the ſacred Records of Chriſtian Religion; and 
ſets his reaſon to ſearch, and examine them, and, if pol- 
ſible, to draw from thence a ſcheme of Chriſtian- Doc- 
trine. Bur here, it ſeems,. his Reaſon was jaded, and ty- 
red out much more than in all the reſt of his Diſquiſitions ; 
perhaps he found not there any thing like to the Doctrines 
that make up the Apoſtles Creed : He does not tell this, 
though he ought to have done it, if he had compared his 
ſcheme with it. But he tells us that he diſagreed from all 
Churches, the Church of > in ber 39 Articles, and P. 8. 
all the Catechiſms of Catholicks, Caluiniſts, Lutherans and 
Socinians : 1 was pleaſed that in his opinion the DoEtrine 
of the Church of Rowe did no more agree with Scripture 
than that of the Church of Exg/and. 

But though I was plegſed in this, yet I was not very - 
confident ot any advantage from it, becauſe our Authour 
oft queries, and ſeems to doubt, -wherher his Reaſon does. 
not much difter from other Mens. I know that God Al- 
mighty has given different Talents to Men; . for Heads, 
and Brains, and Wits, as well as Hearts, are not alike in- 
every Man. I am ſure the Ancients, by virtue of plain 
honeſt reaſon, ' were able to find the Chriſtian Dotrine in 
the Holy Scriptures; fo did St. renews, St. Athanaftus., 
-St. Flierome, St. Chryſoſtome, St. Auguſtin, and the relt. 
This was a light to their feet, and a lamp to their paths, 
ſufficient to ſatisfy thoſe good men in matters of Faith ; 
and as this Man ſpeaks, in the great and neceſſary Ar- 
ticles, 

But though this Man could not find the Chriſtian Doc- 
trine there, yet it ſeems that he thought that he found 
ſomething there that pretty well agreed with the dreams 
of Ebion and Cerinthus, and with thoſe of his dear Frientls, Þ. 8. 
Nailor and Muggleton. 


The 
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The-fir/t'of theſe I am much enclined to believe; and if 
I were as impertinent as He is, perhaps I might give ſome 
evidence of the ſecond. 
As for Ebion and Cerinthus this Gentleman is too cloſe, 
and will not give us the leaſt intimarion of their Dogm's, 
wherein his ſchemes did agree with theirs ; yet I think it 
very probable that he might light upon ſome of the ſame 
thoughts with them, becauſe 1 find a wonderfull agree- 
ment between the Followers of thoſe two, and this Gen- 
tleman ; For they had no reverence at all for Scripture, 
and very ſmall regard to Reaſon ; ſometimes they would _ 
Ed. Eraſmi throw away, and eaſily reject a great part of Scripture, 
F rant 5ve Tren, lib. 3. cap. 11. andat other times they would receive 
l{ : all ; ren, lib. 3. cap. 12 pag. 302. but upon thts condi- 
1 tion, that they might interpret it 3 they made novel In- 
j| ventions to be great and neceſlary Articles of Faith ; 7. 
18 lib. 3. cap. 11. p. 288. Is tantum proceſſerunt audacie, uti 
[7Þ quod ab his non olim conſcriptum eſt , veritatis Evangelium 
{| titulent, in nibilo conventens Apoſtolorum Evangeltis ; they 
| 


had a profound veneration for Authority, and entirely ſub- 

if | mitted themſelves to the Doctrines of Eton and Cerinthus ; 

| for they fappoſed that theſe men had a ſecret or myſtery 

3 derived down.by Tradition-to them, which alone was able 

to fix the ſenſe of Scriptures; and therefore whenever an 

Argument was directed againſt them out of Scriptures, 

they ſtill brought it to this Tradition : without this they 

[ undervalued and ſlighted all the Scriptures, and were the 

|| Inventersof the chicfeſt Arguments againit them that our 

| Authour and his Friends at this day do uſe. . All this will 
| Irenzus, /ib.z. appear, if we look upon renews, lib. 3. cap. 2. Cum ex - 

64p. 2. Scripturis arguuntur, in accuſationem convertuntur ipſarum 

Scripturarum, quaſi non refte habeant, neque ſunt ex Auth- 

ritate, & quia varie ſunt diftz, © quia non poſſit ex his in- 

veniri veritas, ab his qui neſciunt T raditionem ; nou enim per 

| literas traditam illam, ſed per vivam vocem : and then tar- 
Y ther toward the latter end of that Chapter, they _ 
| enge 
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ſenge ſomething, that ſpeaks the great confidence they 
had in their way, perhaps as much as the 1nfallib;lity of a 
Guide ; ſe indubitate, & incontaminate, & ſincers abſcon- 
ditum ſcire Myſterium 

The proceedings of thoſe men are ſo like tothe method, 
of our Authour, that I do not in the leaſt wonder, if he 
found in his Schemes ſomething very agreeable to their 
Dodtrines. Some mens brains, for all what that learned 
Spaniard teaches, may be exaQly of the ſame temper, 
and conſequently their wits of rhe ſame height, I have 
heard of a fool, who by thinking the very ſame thoughts 
with his Brother, could find him out, when all the wiſe 
men in the Town could not do it. 

Thus far therefore I will be obliging to our Author, 
and give him more credit, than I will upon ſome other oc- 
caſions; I will, though with ſome reludancy of reaſon, 
believe that whilſt he was reading the Scriptures, ſome 
thoughts might come into his mind agreeable enough with 
ſome of thoſe that Ebion and Cerinthus had. 

But after this high civility allowed him, TI hope he will 
not impoſe upon my Faith fo far as to require me to be- 
lieve that he found any thing in the Zoly Scriptures that 
agreed with the idle whimſies, and mad dreams and bla 
phemous prate of his two other friends Nailor and Mug- 
gleton, This is ſuch an impudence as R. C's aſwell as 
Proteſtants muit abhor; all Popes and Councils that have 
ever been, with wrath and indignation would have deteſ- 
ted any man that ſhould have dared to put ſo profane and 
vile a ſcandal upon thoſe ſacred writings, What Anathe- 
ma's would the Council of Trent have thundred out againſt 
Luther, if ever he had wrote or ſpoken any thing fo baſe 
as this? It is certain that there is nothing in Scripture 
that can in the leaſt ſeem to favour the blaſphemiesof thoſe 
two wretches; and [ am unwilling to think that there was 
any thing in our A«thour's ſchemes, that would deſerve 
the puniſhment which they AE; y ſuffercd. 
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It is poſſible that he might have been of their acquain» 
tance, and have had very particular reſpe&s for their 
perſons, and ſo he might be over-eaſie to think that ſome 
of his thoughts might be like unto theirs. Ry, 

This Fam willing to gueſs, becauſe I can with confi- 
dence preſume that he has kept very ill Company, for 
though his natural temper carries him to ſpeak ſoft and 
ſmooth things, yet in ſpight of nature he is forced to be 
rude, and ſaucy. For why cannot he write a Book with- 
out pointing his diſcourſe at the breaſts oi the Right Re- 
werend Fathers of our Church ; why does he treat them 
with contempt and ſcorn? why does he preſume to daule 
'em, to twitch *em by the Noſe, and pull 'em by the Beard, 
and ſtand over 'em with Feſcue and Ferula ;. and tell 'em 
that here they were out, and there they were out, and 
that here, and there, and at every point he can inſtruct 
them 2 All this comes from want of manners and good 
converſe ; Mugg/eton would have done the ſame, and ſo 
would Nazlor, and none but ſuch as they. 

For certainly. a reſpect is due to. them for their Chara- 
cer, and a reſped& is due upon their Perſonal accompet ; 
they are men of excellent. worth, and great learning, 
prudence, Piety and integrity ; and ſo conſpicuouſly emi- 
nent in all theſe, that our A«thour is not able to match 
them in any one Countrey, ( though he take as large a 
view of Biſhops. as he does of Conver/rons in his 14th. page ) 
through Europe, Afia, Africa and America. 

But when Reaſon, and the Foly Scriptures are to be 
thrown down, it is no great wonder, if the Biſhops of the 
Church of England fall with them. 

I begin to be warm, and youmy Friend, may be offen- 
ded at it ; yet allow a little to a jult indignation; it may 
well move a man of a. cold complexion to ſee a pert un- 
known come up ſo briskly to the heads of our Reverend 
Fathers, and Addreſs to them in a formal ſpeech, intima- 
ting thouſands of miſtakes, miſcarriages and errours 1n 
| them; 
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them; and yet in all that ſpeech, the man ſays nothing 
but what is old, and dull, and flat inſipid tuft; all and 
every thing in it has been anſwer'd five hundred times, 
; fince the Reformation, and at leaſt twenty within theſe 
two years. This looks like perverſe ſtupidity, for men 
to pretend to be writers, when they do not reade; if our 
Aurhour had read the late Books, by this writing he gives 
plain proof, that his Reaſon ſerves as little in drawing up 
Plea's tor Authority, as it did before in making Schemes 
of Chriſtian Doctrine out of the Scriptures. 

All that he ſays, is this, that he heartily wiſhed that God 
would have pleaſed to have left us ſome unerring Authori- 
ty and Sovereign Guide, p. 6.and then, that God has not left 
the World without Government, and given us Laws without 
lawfull Judges and 1nterpreters,p. 10. From thence he pre- 
ſumes that there is ſuch a thing, -and reſolves to go in 
queſt after it; he comes to the Church of England, and 
demands it there; they deny that they have any ſuch Au- 
thority, Not content with that, he puts himſelf to the 
trouble to prove it, p. I 1, he goes to the Church of Rome ; 
they ſay, they have it, p.12. and he preſently believes 
them; and after a ſew rubs removed out of his way, he 
reviews Bellarmine's marks and ſigns of a true Catholick 
Church, and by them, endeavours' to ſhew that there is 
ſuch an unerring Authority, and Sovereign Guide in the 
"Church of Rome. 

Now all this is nothing, but a plain begging of the 
Caule, or a diſcovery how little he knows in this Contro- 
verſie; for certain it is:that the Chtirch of England, and 
all other Proteſtant Chutches ever ſince the Reformation, 
have demanded, and moſt earneſlly required one plain 
politive proof, that ever God Almighty, or our Bleſſed 
Lord did ever appoint any ſuch $ vereign Guide, and un- 
erring Authority in the Church: But they could never 
receive any plauſible Anſwer to it; by all the ways 
whereby a Negatzve can be Porey they have ſhewed _ 
DIS 2 ri1cre 
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[ there is no ſuch order or appointment in it: Nay lately 
| ſome Hriters have aſſerted with good reaſon, that ſuch a 
” thing is not agreeable to the methods that God has us'd 
in the Government of the World, and that it would not 
be of any conſiderable uſe to the advancement of piety, 
or any eminent vertue amongſt men; and that the pre- 
tence of it ſerves onely to ſupport an unreaſonable Uſur- 
pation over the Church of Chriſt. Great Volumes, and 
tirong Arguments remain unanſwerd; and yet at this 
time of the day, the dull and ſtale old accompts of it, 
without any new ornaments or new forceare ſent abroad 
without any ground or hope of victory, to vindicate the 
intereſts of it. 

| This deſerves a ſharper Cenſure than I will give, but 
13s yet I would have our A4thour know, that a New Convert 
to his 0/d Friends the followers of Ebion and Cerinthus, 
1 might have alledged in his behalf all that which our Au- 
Li thour here does, and that to as much purpoſe ; he might 
f have ſaid that, he had wiſhed that God had left an wner- 
bi ring Authority in his Church ; and that God had not left 
1} the World without Government, and given us Laws without 
it | lawfull Fudges and Interpreters; and that therefore he 
preſumed that ſuch an Authority was ſomewhere to be 
11. found. As for /renzvs his Church and thoſe in Commy- 
' non With it, they did not in the leaſt pretend to it ; but 
[.j the followers of Ebjon and Cerinthus did fully and loudly 
q challenge it ; and therefore his Reverend Fathers, Irenzus 
' and the reſt of the Orthodox Biſhops muſt have him ex- 
# cuſed ; for he will rather put himſelf under an «#erring 
| | | Authority, than truſt to the Guidance of Thoſe, that con- 
| | teſs themſelves to be. no more than fallible men, 

1 P. 13. But to let that paſs, the next thing we find in our 4#- 
| thour is Bellarmine's Notes of a true Church ; I ſuppoſe, 
Z | he puts them down to encreaſe the bulk of his Book : He 
I! could not but know that they are of no Authority with 
= us. And, Anſwers are given out to'each of them in their 
19 Order: 
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Order :/ He might have added ſtrength and force to them 
whilſt they are fo briskly attacked, bur he has no pre- 
tence to build upon them, or defend himſelt by them. 
But beſides, he of all men living has the leaſt right to 
expett any advantage from them, becauſe the chueteſt of 
theſe Notes are grounded on ſayings of the Prophets; and 
he that has ſo far depreciated the true value of the Five 
Books of Moſes, p. 6. will hardly perſuade another, that 
ke gives any great credit to the writings of the Prophers. 

He there gives us an objection againſt the Pextateuch, 
from the ſuppoſed intermedlings of Eſdras ; but does not 
well refle that he derives that objeftion by ſeveral Me- 
dium's from the Samaritans, who were the firſt, and are 
at this day the chieteſt Adverſaries,and greateſt Calumnia- 
tours of £/dras. Now theſe very men keep cloſe to the 
Five Books of Moſes, and for this they offer ſome pre- 
tences of reaſon ; but our Authour without any reaſon at 
all would make advantage by the Prophets, and throw 
contempt upon Moſes, and all this, by virtue of the cre- 
dit which he ſeems to give to the objeftions made again{t 
Eſdras by the Samaritans. But, 

Moit certainly in this he as beyond his skill, and 
talks without book ; for be it what it will, Be//armine's 
Notes are of no uſe to him,and can do him as little ſervice, 
as that formidable force of Pagans and Zurks, and I know 
not how many Nations, which he brings in to his aſlif- 
tance, p. 11, where he himſelf ſays he has no Adverfary, 
It is well for him, that that impertinency, and this did 
not come together into his head at the ſame time ; for if 
he had thoug tt but as much of the Pagan as he does of 
the -ithei/t, and Theift, perhaps his reaſoa might have 
been as tavourable tothem, as it was to thole others, p. 4. 
and then 1t Be//armine's Notes had come into his way, 
who knows bur that the man might have turn'd Convert 
again, and wrote another Book of the motives for his rc- 
conciliation to old Faganifm 2 for methinks it is verv pro- 
bale, 
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bable, that our Authour might have found theſe amongſt 
the Pagans : Univerſality and Viſbility, Vninterrupted 
continuance, and Succeſſion, till the days of Con/tantine ; 
laſtly, nity and Uniformity : he might have ſeen there 
too that which they call a High-Prieſt and Foly Altar, and 
a tloly Sacrifice, Miracles, and Religious Colleges, and 
Abſtinence, and vowcd challity, anda great many Dottrines 
Authoritatively impoſed, and univerſally received through- 
out the World. 

[ will preſume this Ge-t/eman never read either Pauſani- 
as, or Zozimus, or the Epiſtles of Symmachus ; and it is 
happy for him that he did not. I will venture the little 
Sill that T have, that any impartial Reader ſhall find 
better flouriſhes, fairer turns of the Pen, and more ap- 
pearance of Argument in that Speech which Symmachaus 
makes to the Emperour YValentinian, Theodofius and Arca- 
dius in the Name of Rome Pagan, than our Authour gives 
us here apainlt the Church of Erng/and to our Biſhops ; 
Now if theſe little thoughts governed him in the change 
of one Religion, itis well for him, that he never ingaged 
in the conſideration of the other. 

But our Authour has Bellarmine's Notes, and he will 
make ſomething of them ; by virtue of them he ſays he 
found what he was reſolved to find before, the true Catho- 
lick, or one Church, that may bc ſaid to be true, in op- 
poſition to all others. Now upon this foundation he 
builds apace; 1. That this being one Body, mull have 
one Flead upon Earth, and he after our Saviour's Death 
was St. Peter ; and after St. Peter's, his Succeſſours; and 
they are the Biſhops of R1me ; and thoſe are every one of 
them in their ſeveral times not only Succeſſours to St. 
Peter, but Chriſt's Vicegerents. This their Authority he 
ſay s has been owned by General Councils, and ſo by the 
Catholick Church ; and they have been in peaceatle poſſeſſi- 
on of it for many hundred of years ; and now they cannot 
be divelited of it neither by themſeives, nor by others ; 
neither in whole, nor 1n part. All 
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All theſe things he ſets down, I ſuppoſe, as his own 0- 
pinations and ſentiments, and would have his Friends to 
judge him by them as Orthodox and a true Convert. He is 
not concerned whether they be true or falſe ; for he 
knows, or may know, that every one of theſe pretences 
has been proved by Dr. Barrow to be groſs falſities, and 
that almoſt to the evidence of Demonſtration; and yet 
our Aathour brings not the leaſt proof for any one of 
them from any Old Authour. 

Indeed he tells us that we have the Succeſſion of Biſhops 
of Rome delivered to us by St. Auguſtine, and that is true; p, ,,. 
but he was unlucky to put us in mind of that paſlage, 
and much more becauſe he never read it himſelf, for had 
he ſcen the 165. Epiſtle of St. Auguſtine where that Suc- 
cellion is mentioned, and the very next to it ; he might 
have found in that great Father, a full contradiction to all 
his thoughts concerning the Scriptures, and concerning 
Authority, and then perhaps he would have imployed his 
time to better purpoſes than in writing this Book. 

St. Auſtine in that Epiſtle ſets down the ſucceſſion of 
the Biſhops of Rome from St. Peter, and that for no other 
purpoſe, but to ſhew that none of all thoſe Biſhops was a 
Donatiſt, And that becauſe a Donati/t had ſect down the ſuc- REN" "Ta 
celſion of their Biſhops before ; not that he thought any Epilt. 155. 
one of them, after St. Peter, was a Sovereign Guide, or 
- had unerring authority in him, for he himſelf preſently 
adds tothis, that if any of them had been a Donati/t, or 
worſe, yet the Chriſtian Doctrine would not have ſuffered 
the leatt by it. Jn 1/lum ordinem Epiſcoporum qui ducitur 
ab ipſo Petro, uſque ad Anaſtaſium, qui nunc ſuper eaudem 
Cathedram ſedet, etiamſi quiſquam traditor per illa tempora 
Subrephſſet, nihil prejudicaret Eccleſia, & innocen:ibus 
Chriſtian's. This 1 ſuppoſe our Authour 1s not wiliing to 
think, becauſe he depends ſo much upon Authority, and 
ſo little upon the Scriptures ; but St. Auguſtine did, becauſe 

herelycd upon the Scriptures, to teach us that hs 
which. 
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which Jeſus Chriſt, and his Apoſtles had revealed to the 
World ; and theretore in the ſame Epi/t/e he lights all his o- 
ther Arguments, and fixes intircly upon the Scriptures, as 
thoſe alone which could giveusa full and ſolid evidence for 
Arguſtinus the truth of a Chriſtian DoEtrine; theſe are his words. (ran- 


Epilt. 165. (1; ; 
pF quam nos, non tam de iſtis documentis preſumamus, quim de 


Scripturis ſanfis,and then he cites a Text. But in the next 
Epijtle,and that againlt the Domatiſ/ts, aſter ſome other velt- 

tations, and general topicks, whereof Councils was one, 

as appears by thoſe words, Faciant mille eoncilia Fpiſcopi, 

he comes to the holy Scriptures and triumphs in his Ar- 

guments, and doubts not to deteat his Adverſaries by the 

torce of them. He begins with words frequent in his 

Auguſtinus writings > In Scripturis didicimus Chriſtum, in Scripturis 
Eyilt. 165.  didicimus Ecclefiam, has Scripturas communiter habemug, 
quare non in eis, © Chriſtum, & Eccleftam communiter re- 

tinemus Then he throws out near twenty 'Tcxts one af- 

ter another, comments in ſhort upon them, and never 

doubts, but that he and his Adverfaries did ſufficiently 
underſtand them, without the aſſiſtance of a Sovereigy 

Guide, or an unerring Authority : if our Authour had con- 

ſidered this, it might have done him good ; but becauſe 

he is pleaſed to find the Succeſſion of Roman Biſhops in 

St. Auguſtine, T will ſhew him ( what he ſeems not to 

know ) two very conſiderable uſes, which that great Fa- 

ther made of that topick ; the Firſt was to conciliate a 

moſt profound veneration to: the Holy Scriptures ; thus 

Anguſt. contra therefore he writes, contra Fauſtum Manichzum, lib. 17. 
ad «rag cap. 5. Diſtintta eſt a poſteriorum libris, excellentia canonice 
4 wi ' i Authoritatis veteris, & novi Teſtamenti, gue? Apoſtolorum 
confirmata temporibus, per ſucceſſiones Epiſcoporum, (S pro. 

pagationes Fccleſiarum, tanquam in ſede quidam ſublimiter 
conſtituta-eſt, cut ſerviat omnis fidelis & pius intelleftus. A 

Second ule that he made of this conſideration of the Suc- 

ceſlion of Biſhops in their Sees, was ( in caſe of a diſpute 

| about a Zexr ) to evidence what was the firſt, and fo the 

true 
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true Chriſtian Dotrine. To this end he very frequently 
in bis diſputes with the Doxzar;/ts, requires them to ſcarch 
what was taught in the Churches of Corinth, Galatia, E- 
pheſus, Philippi, Theſſalonica, all the Churches that had 
rhe honour to receive Apoſtelical Epiſtles ; Now if all theſe, 
having ſeveral Succeliions of Biſhops, ſhould agree in any 
one point, tiat was controverted, St, Auguſtine took their 
conſent to be a good Argument, that ſuch a Doctrine was | 
original and true ; he ſends them indeed to Rome too, but 
upon no other accompt, and no higher reaſon, than he 
does to thoſe other Apoſtolical Churches : Now I think I 
may preſume in kindneſs to our Authour to give him one 
advice, and that is this ; to have a cargyhen he refers to 
St. Auguſtine,that he knows his mind,and that St. z1uguſtine 
did write what he cites him for ; for I can tell him, that 
a certain perſon, who was of his opinion concerning a So- 
weraign Guide, and wnerring Authority to be found in the 
Church of Rome, came at length to believe ( and that con- 
ſequentially to his a that the decretal Epiftles of 
the Popes, were of the ſame Authority with, and to Le 
reckoned among't the Canonical Scriptures ; and to con- 
firm his opinion he cited St. Avga/tire for it, and this his 
Citation had got into Gratzians Decretum ; but the laſt Ro- 
man-CorreCtours of Gratian toundit to be either groſs for- 
gery, or a groſs miſlake, andthey have done St. Auzuſtine 
. "right, and a favour to ſuch Perſons as our Authour is, to 
let them know, that St. Augu/tine is no great friend toſuch 
fond and abſurd opinions. You may fee Grattani Decret? 
prim. part, Diſtin. 19, Cap. 6. Butbecaule it may be ſome 
trouble to conſult that Authour, I will give you the truth, 
and the forgery together. St. Auguſtine in his Book, De 
Dottrina Chriſtiana, lib. 2. cap. 3. had given us thele words. 
In Canonict Scripturis Eccleſtarum Catholicarum quam pluri- 
um authoritatem ſequatur, inter quas ſane 4/lz ſunt, qu.s Apo- 
ſtolicas ſedes hatere & Fpiſlolas accipere, meruerunt, &c. 
Now this was plain and good advice in the na" 
D © 
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of Books,that might be alledged to be Canonical Scriptures, to 
give a preference to the teſtimony of thoſe Churches that 
werecalled A4poſtolical Seats, and ſuch as had the honour to 
receive Epiſtles ſrom the Apoſtles, as Rome, Corinth, Philippi, 
&c. But now a tranſcriber of this, I ſuppoſe more knave than 
fool, changesthe words thus. '/: Canonicis Scripturis Eccleft- 
arum Catholicarum quamplurium Divinarum Scripturarum 
ſelertiſſimus indagaror autoritatem ſequatur , inier quas 
ſane ille fint quas Apoſtolica ſedes habere, & ab ea alii me- 
ruerunt accipere FEpiſtolas, This ſpeaks quite a different 
thing, that the Epiſtles of the Apoſtolical Seat are to Le 
accounted Canonical Scriptures. This forgery or millake 
came abroad, I ſuppoſe, at the ſame time with the coun- 
terleit ware of Riculphus ; and to this, with the falſe Fpi/- 
tles of the moſt early Bithops of Rome, were put into Gra- 
tran ; and there it remained as a great Authority in the 
behalf of the Sacredneſs and Canonicalneſs of Papal Epiſtles, 
untill the laſt Correfours were pleaſed honeſtly to reject 
it, and prudently to tell the World that they dare not own 
ſuch follies or knaveries. 

But farther, becauſe our Authour thinks to advantage 
himſelf of the Name of $t. Augy/tine, I will acquaint him 
that this Father had no very extraordinary opinion of 
Kome, or the Biſhops of it; when he was in quelt of the 
true Religion, he left Rome and went to Milay, and ſub- 
mitted himſelf to the guidance of St. Ambroſe, and re- 
ceived the true Chriſtianity from him. He had all his days 
the higheſt reverence for him, and would have yielded to 
his Authority, when he would not have yielded to the 
Pope's: Hetells us that when Melchiades judged the cauſe 
of the Donatiſts, he was joyned with ſeveral other Biſhops, 
in the ſame Commiſſion by Conſtantine ; when he names 
thoſe two great men, Fulius Biſhop of Rome,and Athanaſius, 
as, orthodox Perſons,and deſcnders of the right faith, he puts 
Athanaſius in the firlt place : It is he that gives thole hard 
words, (uidam quinomen babet Falcidii, duce Stultitii, & 
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Civitatis Romang jatlantia, Levitas Sacerdotibus, & Dia- 
conos Presbyteris coequare contendit, he tells us what it was 
that rais'd his paſſion ; the Deacons of Rome it ſeems would 
not yield to the Presbyters of other places ; upon that he 
fays, (Quia Romane Eccleſie miniſtri ſunt, idcirco honorabie 
liores putantur, quam apud cateras Ecclefias, propter mag- 
nificeutiam urbis Romang, que caput efſe videtur omnium 
civitatum : $i itaque fic eſt, hoc debent, & Sacerdotibus 
ſuts vindicare, Andalittle after he gives a fuller accompr 
of it, Vid:s quid pariat vana praſumptio, immemores enim 
elatione mentis, eo quod videant Romang Eccleſig ſe efſe mi- 
niſlros, non conſiderant, guid ill:s @ Deo decretum fit, & quid 
debeant cuſtodire, ſed tollunt hac de memoria afſidueg Sta- 
tiones domeſtice, & officialitas ; que per ſuggeſtiones malas, 
ſeu bonas nunc plurimum poteſt ; aut timentur enim ne male 
ſuggerant, aut emuntur ut preſtent. 

But becauſe this Book is accompted by ſeveral not to 
be St. Auguſtine's, though ſent abroad by the Monks, and 
publiſhed in his Name. 

I will add farther that St. Aug«{ine's thoughts of Rome, 
and the Biſhops of that See, were quite different from our 
Authour's ; for if he thought that the Soveraign Gude, 
and the-wnerring Authority had been there; and that God 
depoſited thoſe great ſupports and ſecurities of the Chrilli- 
an Faith in the Succeſſion of the Roman Biſhops ; then in 
all likelihood when Rome was taken by the Goths, he 
would have lamented and mourned, as a Jew formerly 
would have done at the taking of Jeruſalem, . and the cap- 
tivity of the ZZigh-Prieſt. 

But alas there was nothing like it, when this news was 
brought to St. Auguſtine, all that he faid of it was this, 
1bi multos fratres non habuimus, non adhuc halemus. 

Indeed tor this exprellion he ſeems to apologize in his 
next Sermon, but that not as to the truth of his words, 
but as to the ſpirit of mind in which he ſpake them ; 
that it was not out of any deſign to inſult over the mile= 
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pies of others. Beſides, he that remembers what labour 
he, and the reſt of the African Bilhops took, to get the 
concurrence of the Biſhops of Rome, [nn centivs and Zofſt- 
mus, tothe condemnation of the Pe/agz/an Herefie, may 
well think, that St. Auguſtine could have no great reve- 
rence {or them; and it we read Eraſmus his Cenfure upon 
Linocent's Fpiſtles which are printed with St. Auga/tine's, 
we may poliibly be tempted to entertain mean thoughts of 
the Biſkop of fo great a See. 

Thele are Eraſmus his words before the 96*h- Fp. which 
is [mnccents. Innocentins ſuperiori reſpondet ſuo more, [vs 
potius. quim eraditus, © ad damnandum quim doceadum 
inſtructior., But- I mult leave this, and follow our A4u- 
thour. He goes on p. the 18" Jeaping and skipping from 
one thing to another: He ſpeaks firit of Yiaor, what he 
did in caiting out the A4frarticks, and then what Gregory. 
and others, whom he calls Chriſt s YVicegerents, did in 
bringing in converts; and wonders that ſo many Proſe- 
lytes ſhould be made to fo little purpoſe. Then he fanſies 
he had ſeen glorious and wonderfull Privileges in the 
Church of Rome; and knows not how they could be for- 
feited After, he falls. to: his wonted work of whipping 
our Biſhops for telling him that new DoCctrines had been 
brought into the Church, which were not impoſed upon 
the faithfull till the Council of Trent. 

Now nothing of all this deſerves an anſwer, becauſe it 
hath been fo often given betore. But it may be expeRted 
by ſome; | 

As to Vittor, he ſays he excommunicated the Biſhops: 
of Afra for keeping of Faſter, contrary. to the Inſtitutions 
of St. Peter and St. Paul, though tolerated by St. John. 
Now thus is fit. to be faid by a new Convert, who muſt. 
venture farther, than any man of skill dare do. For firſt 
the matter of fact is doubted, and Yaleftus the laſt Fditor of 
Kuſebins, ( who was all his days'a Roman Catholick, thinks 
that Vitor went no farther, than to high _ and. 

threat-- 
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threatning. And then as to the right of the ation, Ire- ranyius, 1s, 


xzus (Who wrote to YVidtor himſelt about it ) fully ſhews, 
that it would have been unreaſonable, and againſt all the 
methods of his Predeceſſours. But then thirdly, the re- 
lation of our Authour is altogether groundleſs, that St. 
PFeterand St. Paul did inſtitute, and Sr. John onely tolerate. 
For this 15 a thing, that Polycrates the Preſident of the 
Corncil of the Aſtaticks never knew, Vitor himſe!f never 
knew, [renzus never knew, Anicetus Bilhop of Rome; 
nor yet St. Polzcarp, that conteſted this point with 
him, ( who too was St, John's own Niſciple ) 
never knew. Euſeb. lib. 5. c. 24. Certainly our Authour 
has ſome Pidgeon, that whiſpers to him Secrets and My (- 
teries, that no man knows. I beg his leave a little to ac- 
quaint him with theſenſe of his triend St. Auguſtine in a 
like caſe. The Romans challenged to have a command 
from St. Peter for keeping the Saturday- Faſt; and thoſe 
of the Faſtern Churches quite contrarily ailerted, that 
they were expreſly forbidden, and that by St. Jbhn, to 
faſt upon that day. A Presbyter of the Church of Rome 
writes to his friend, and molt earneſtly exhorts him, to 
do as they did, and pleads thus. Fetrus Apoſtolorum caput, 
celi Fanitor,& Ecelefiz fundamentum id ipſum Romanos edo- 
cuit., Now St. Auguſtine being conſulted in the caſe, flights: 
all that faunting Plea of the Romans, allows the allegati-- 
on of the Faſterns to be as good as thoſe of the 12/7 ; 
and concludes thus, that the Apoſtles St. Peter and St. 
John did not vary. If they gaveany rule, it was the fame 
every where. And ſecing there is a preſent difference; it 


muſt be ſaid, that either the Eajtern Church hath varied 


from the rule of St. John ; or eiic the Roman Church has 
varicd from the rule of St. Peter. Now which of theſe 
was the truth St. Au2u/ſtize knew not : He himſelt gives 
his ſenſe in theſe words. Epiſtola 86 Caſulano, Alter the 
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Plea for Rome, E contrario refertur, occidentis potius aliqua-Ep. $6.Cuwm. 
loca, in quibus Roma eſt, non ſervaſſe quod Apoſtoli trad:de- ano. 
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runt : orientis vero terras, unde cepit ipſum Evangelium 
ipſum predicari, in eo quod ab omnibus ſrmul cum ipſo Pe- 
tro Apoſtolis traditim eſt, ne Sabbato jejunetur, fine aliqua 
varietate man/i{ſe. Upon this he concludes thus, intermina- 
bilis eſt iſta contentio, generans lites non finiens quaſtiones. 

Had this great Father known any thing ot a Soveraigy 
Guide, and unerring Authority ſeated at Rome ; he could 
never havedoted ſo far, as to have made this any matter 
of queſtion. But he knew nothing of that, or of Peter 
commanding, and John onely tolerating, cither in the 
one or the other caſe. And 1 will preſume for once, that 
he knew a great deal more than our Authour does. 

But the ſecond skip our Authour takes is to Converſions 
and here he fays he percetves, that according to the com- 
mand, and inſtitution of our Saviour, his Ficegerent did 
ſend out his Diſciples. Herel want our Authour 's Spectacles, 
for I can perceive nothing ; I ſee no # z7cegerent of our Blel- 
ſed Lord: nor do I ſee any command, that he ever gave 
to ſuch a Perſon : nor do I know whether he means the 
Diſciples of the Vicegerent, or the Diſciples of our Lord, 
It is certain our Lord gave a command to the Apoſtles to 
teach all Nations ; and they and their Succeſſours the Bi- 
ſhops, have ated according to that command. And if 
Gregory Bilhop of Rome, or any other have been induſtri- 
ous in that work, we heartily thank and commend them. 

But yet I wonder, that our Authour has of a ſudden, 

grown ſo extremely blind, as not to ſee, that converſions 
may be made to what 1s bad, as well as to what is good. 
Pagans and Mahometans have been induitrious to make 
converts : So have all Hereticks, his friends Ebion and Ce- 
rinthus, Nailor and Muggleton. Nay this, it he had not 
deſpiſed, and too long laid ali.e the Holy Scriptures, he 
might have learn'd without the aſliſtence of his unerring 
Authority from one ſaying of our Bletied Lord, Math. 23. 
I5. Wo unto you Scribes and Phariſees, &c. 


After 
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After this groſs piece of ignorance, which he is plea- 
ſed to ſhew to advantage, with flouriſhes of his pen, Com- 
paring his reaſon with that of our Reverend Biſhops ; he 


may excuſe me from telling him how the great Privileges + 


and Prerogatives of the Church of Rome coald be forfeited ; 
untill he hath ſhown me in particular what they were, 
that he inliſts upon, For untill he has proved, that Rome 
did really enjoy ſuch Pretogatives, as he challenges on 


her behalf; I will not undertake to ſhew, when and how. 


Rome foricited that which Rome never had. Our Authour 
may be a Sophiſter, and'how far he is beyond that him- 
ſelt beſt knows; and ſohe may think no farther in this 
Paragraph, than the old trite Cavil, quod nox perdidiſti 
habes, And his friends at Rome will con him but few 
thanks for that. 

And now our Authour begins to whip our Biſhops, and 
wo be to them. He tells them what he had been told, 
that there were ſome late Doitrines introduced into the 
Church, and ſuch as were not impoſed upon the faithfull, be- 
fore the Council of Trent, This he fays he could anſwer by 
alledging, that the proteſting againſt thoſe Dotrines was 
in the ſame time. But this he waves, and chooſeth ra- 
ther to ſhew, that the Noctrines we oppoſe were eſtablithr 
by Conncils betore. Ant] here he begins with 

. I. The Pope's Supremacy ; which he ſaith was confirmed in 
the Council of Chalcedon,(one of the firſt four geveral Councils 
owned by Proteſtants )ab-we 1200 years fince,630 Fathers pre« 
ſent. Quid dignum tanto feret hic promiſſor hiatu'? As for my 
part I wonder, who cither licenſed or allowed this Book to 
be printed. Will any man of skill think to advance a Plea 
for the Pope s Supremacy irom the Council of Chalcedon 2 
It 1s certain, that nothing was done there that might 
have any refcrence to this Point, which was not diſclaim- 
ed by the Legates of the Pope upon the place ; and aſt@- 
wards lighly reſented by Leo the I. who was then Pope. 

It is true that Anato/zus then Patriarch of Conſtantinople, 
carried 
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earricd on a deſign to advance his Seat ; and becauſe he 
was Biſhop of New Rome, woutid have the next placealter 
the Bi/bop of the Old; and fo wouid have the Pre-emi- 
nence of the Patriarchs of Alexandria and Antioch. In 
order torhis, in the abſence of the Pope's Legates,, A4na- 
tolius and his friends, got the 25 Caron of that Council to 
paſs, which gives to the Patriarch of Conſtantinople Tow. 
Tee/4ciz, that 1s, as alearned Roman Catholick comments, 
eadem 5 equalia privilegia tribuunt Fpiſcopo nove Romg, 


ac veteris Rome Epiſcopo, Now alioon as the Legates of 


the Pope had heard of this they declared againt it, and 


.obtained another Seſ/ron, wherein they might produce 


their Plea againſt the validi:y of this Cavon, both as to the 
form and mattcr. But their objeftions were anſwered, 
and the Canon paſlced againſt their minds ; though Lacen- 
tins one of the Pope's Legates protelted againſt it, and de- 
ſired that his Proteſtation might be entred into the 4s of 
the Council, And when Leo the Great, who was then 
Pope, hard of this, he declared againſt it, and wrote a- 
o41n{t it, with a great deal of vehemence and indignation, 
as any one may ice, who will conſult theſe Epiſtles of his, 
rhe 56, 57, 58, 63, 66. And Leo could never be brought 
to confirm that very Canon which our Authour tells us did 
confirm his Supremacy. Now in this caſe I will preſume 
that Pope to be a better guide, and to have more Autho- 
rity than our Authour, This is a blunder, and fſhews us, 
that new Converts arc not men of the greateſt skill, and 
that ſome of them have as little knowledge in Councils, as 
they have in the Scriptares. This man deſerves a greater 
laſh than I will give him, tor bringing 4n his Story with 
that pomp and appearance of $kill, telling us that this 
Council isowned by Proteſtants, the time ot its celetrati- 
on, the number of Biſhops who were in ir. And now at 
lalpit appears, that whatever we Proteſtants do, yer the 
Pope himfelt will not allow what this man challenges in 
his behalf, | 


But 
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 * Bur perhaps his caſe is piteous. For more may be requi- 

red of new Coxverts, than they are able to perform. He 
that takes up a Religion by ſubmitting to Authority with- 
out reaſon ; may eatily be confounded, when he ſeeks to 
give reaſons for what he has done. 

For once I will be kind, and make the beſt Apology 
for our Authour I can, and I think a good one, and that 
is this. 

He is not the firſt man of the Church of Rome, who has 
quoted Councils to little purpoſe. He follows great Exam- 
ples, and the chiefeſt among them. 

For thus did Paſchaſinus, one. of the Pope's own Legats 
in this very Council at Chalcedon, and that too in his op- 
poſition againſt this 28th Canvovn. After he had declared it 
was the Pope's pleaſure, that nothing ſhould be determin'd 
there, concerning his Power, or the Power of the other 
Patriarchs ; he alledged in behalf of the Pope's Supremacy, 
that it was fixed beyond exception or doubt, by the /x:h 
Canon of the great Council at Nice, wherein it' was decla- 
red, that Ecclefia Romana ſemper habuit primatum. The 
Biſhops wondered they ſhould know nothing of this, and 
thereupon required the Canon to be read. Paſchafnus pro- 
duced hs Copy, and there thoſe words were : Bur the Fa- 
thers not ſatisfied, called for otbers, and more atteſted Co- 
pies : and in them there was not the leaſt word, intima- 
-ting any ſuch thing. Now this compare of the Copies 
made Paſchafinus bluſh, and the Fathers of that Council 
think what fort of men they had to deal with. 

A Romax Catholick tells us this Paſlage in theſe words, 
Prim refertur a Palchafino Leonis in Concilia Chalcedo- 
nenſi Legato, Act. 16. quod Eccleſia Romana ſemper habuit 
primatum. At ſtatim Chalcedonenſes Patres eundem Cano- 
nem ex codice ſno, fine additione iftd retulerunt. Quaprop- 
ter conſentiunt omnes eruditi, verba hac non efſe genuina 
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Du Pin, y.325. Thus too in the Council of Carthage, Fauſtinus, Lezate 
of Zoſimus, challenged a right for the Pope to receive Ap- 
peals, and that by right of a Canon of the Council of Nice, 
The African Fathers found no ſuch thing. in their Copy, 
brought thence by Cecilianu, one of the Fathers of that 
Synodi Carth. Counczl, But becauſe Fauſtinus inſiſted upon the skill, 
| 21 parry * knowledge, or infa/libility (it you will ) of Pope Zoji- 
p.5-9. mus, and had (hewed that the Pope himſelf, in his Commo- 
nitory directed to him, and the other Legats, did expreſly 
allert that this was his right, and that according to'the 
determination of the Council of Nice ; the African Fathers 
reſolved to-ſend Meſſeggers to the three great Seats, Alex- 
andria, Antioch, and Conſtantinople, to get new Copies, one 
from each of them, atteſted under the hands of thoſe Pa- 
Epiſt. ad Cee- frjarchs, and compare them with their own and the Ro- 
elunum #2 f- man Copy. At the return of the Meſſengers, it manifeſtly 
Carthag. 4 Be- appeared that their own Copy intirely agreed with every 
vereg. Edit. one of the others, and that the Council of Nice had not gi- 
"0. ven the leaſt advantage to the Biſhop of Rome in the caſe 
of Appeals. 

Thus it ſeems that Councils are different things in Rome 
from what they are in other places. A Fope or his Le- 
gate, can reade that in them, which no man elſe can. 
The Fopes ſeem extraordinarily wiſe - in challenging a 
power to confirm Councils;; but they had as good lert- it 
alone. For it will doe their buſineſs as well, if they fol- 
low theſe Examples, to take from them, and add to them 

Brietii Anna- What they pleaſe. Both theſe T4 (I know ) are ex- 


. len An. 418. cuſed ; and ſome tell how Paſchafnus was led into his 


Per miſtake : others ſay it was a mere overſight of Pope Zofi- 


mus in quoting the Nicene Council inſtead of the Sardican. 
To avoid other difficulties; ſome are willing to allow, 
that a Pope may be deceived, and that too when he is in- 
larging his Power over the Church Catholick with all art 
and ſubtilty. Nor do I know what Article of Faith or 1n- 
fidelity might not be eſtabliſhed in the Church by ſuch 

miſtakes 
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miſtakes and overſights as theſe. It's well for ſucceeding 
Chriſtians, that the Fathers at Carthage and Chalcedon had 
eyes in their heads, and did uſe them too; without giving. 
trult to Pope, or Legate, or Roman Copy. For had they 
been as much miſtaken or overſeen as others, there are e- 
nough at this day, that would make advantage of it, and 
declaim ſufficiently againſt us pleading an overſight in the 
caſe. But thefe Senſes of men are evil things, and moſt 
miſchievous to the Intereſts of Rome. Thele tempt men, 
in ſpight of all their reſolutions, doe they what they can, 
to miſdoubt the Doctrine of 7ranſubſtantiation. Theſe 
ſhewed of old what was, and what was not in the Council 
of Nice ; and are every day telling tales, opening and diſ- 
cloſing ſome fine intrigue or other : ſo that I cannot but 
wonder that Rome has not yer taken a full revenge of 
them.. For if they would oblige men to deny, or at leaſt 
miſdoubt their Senſes in every thing as well as one; and 
require the Learned not to ſee what they do ſee in Councils 
and o/d Records, as well as they require all not to ſee what 
they do ſee in the conſecrated Elements ; then conver- 
ſions would be eaſie, and they might ſoon find an intire 
ſubmiſſion, from all the World, to all the Sapremacy they. 
can wiſh. 

Bus to let that paſs, it is ſaid in the defence of Zofimus, 
that he was overſeen, and he eaſily might be ; For the Ca- 
' zon that he quoted was a true Canon, made at Sardzca, 
"and not at Nzce;; and the Council of Sardica, as to Faith, 
intirely receiving and requiring all that which was conclu- 
ded at Nice; made onely Canons concerning Diſcipline : 
and they were put into the ſame Book; or upon the ſame 
Roll with thoſe of Nice. Which the Pope finding in the 
Title at the beginning, might eaſily refer all that followed 
to it. 

This is ſaid. But the Fathers at Carthage did not judge 
it an overſight ; but intrigue,. and deſign : and to with- 
ſtand it to the utmoſt, made the 31/f Canon, which or- 
E 3 dains 
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dains moſt Ntoutly and reſolutely ; that IF any hereafter 
ſhould appeal to a Foreign Power, or Tranſmarine Fudica- 
tory ; he ſhould never be received into Communion by any in 
Africa, Upon which Canon Zonaras ſays, exm0.5w 5 rp. 
3 2% Pamcler ExxAnciz; exSzAned), the hufſing inſolence of 
the Roman Church is here thrown out : and he adds that the 
reaſons in the caſe, which were good in Africa, are good 
every-where elſe. 

But beſides, it appears more evidently, that thoſe Fa- 
thers took this to be art and contrivance. Becauſe at the 


end of the Coxncil they ſent their new atteſted Copzes to 


Pope Culeſtine, next Succeſſour but one to Zofimus, with 
a Letter in the name of the Council : and therein they tell 
him roundly, that they knew their right, and that they 
would maintain it : that they had received wrong by the 
ntermedling of Fa»/tinus in the name of Zofrmus : that 
the Council of Nice had committed Presbyters and Biſhops 
to the regulation of the Metropolitans ; and according to 
wiſedom and Juſtice they had fixed, that all Controverſies 
and Pleas ought to be derermined and adjuſted in the Pla- 
ces and Countreys wherein they aroſe : that the grace of 
the Spirit is not wanting to the Prieſts of Chriſt in every 
place, whereby they may judge what 1s right ; and in 
cale of errour or aggrievance, there might be an appeal to 
the next Synod. And as to judgments to be revoked by 
Foreigners, and a new reviſion to be made in Places be- 
yond the Seas; they knew not how it could be well done. 
For in theſe Reviſions, many neceſſary Witneſles could 
not be produced in ſuch diſtant Places, by reaſon of ſick- 
neſs, weakneſs, and many caſual, bur yet reaſonable im- 
pediments. At laſt they conclude, that all rhis action, 
which gave them ſo much trouble, tended to no good at 
all ; but would bring into the Church of Chriſt, T xg-1vadv 
TU 78 x45us, Whereupon they hope he will not follow 
the Example of his Predeceſſor. 


Thus 
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Thus ſaid theſe great Fathers, and thereby ſufficiently 
intimate, what they thought of the Ation of Zofrmus. 
And we, at this diſtance, may gueſs at ſome farther 
thoughts of theirs ( which they have concealed ) by ta- 
king a ſhort review of the Zi/tory of thoſe times. Be- 
cauſe thar will ſhew us ſomething more than an overſight 
in this buſineſs. 
The Council of Nice had done nothing for the aggran- 
dizing of Rome. 
Twoand twenty years aſter, another Council was con- 
vened at Sardica. The number of Biſhops who came thi- 
ther, (as Athanafius telk us) was an hundred and ſeventy. 
At the firſt meeting there happensto be a breach amongſt 
them. Upon that the greateſt part withdraw : ſome it 
may be to their own Dzoceſes ; others gathered together 
to Philippopolis, where they make Canons, and publith 
them with authority from the Emperour ; and that in the 
name of the Canons of the Sardican Council. Theſe for a 
time were the onely Sardican Canons that were known in 
other Countries. And becauſe theſe favoured A4rianiſm, 
St. Auga/tin, and St. Hilary declared highly againit the Aug. xp. 163. 
Sardican Council, and the Canons of it. For they knew ? 555: 
of no other but theſe. But whilſt rhe Eaſtern Biſhops 
were buke at Phiippopals, there remained at Sardica a- 
bout eighty Bithops, as ſome gueſs. Brietius the Jeſuite Brier. Annales 
| fays not above ſeventy. Theſe, that they might ſeem to # ©" 347- 
doe ſomething, agree to make Canons about Diſcipline : 
And becauſe there were none left there, but good confti- 
ding Friends of Pope Julius and Athanafis ; Hofius leads, 
and they all without diſpute or hefitancy follow. He ſays, Nere Bevere. 
let us doe ſomething to honour the memory of St. Peter : 8" 57 C070 
and they all agree to doe what he would have them to ,. ;g,. * 
doe. Therefore he propoſes, and they conclude to give Sardi: Concil. 
that to the Pope which he never had before, and yet that ©" 3: 
was not a power of juoging and determining in a cauſe 


upon an Appeal ; but of requiring of a review, or ww 
con 
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cond judgment to be made in the Countries by the ſame 
Judges, with the addition of ſome few others. As ſoon 
as theſe Canons were made, Julius receives them, and tacks 
them to the end of the Canons of the Nicene Council, 
where they lay cloſe for ſeventy years, and were never 
heard to ſpeak a word in the Weſtern Church for all 
that time. Nor yet dare they ſo much as ſhew their 
heads in the Eaſtern Church in any Judicatory to this 
day. But when Apiarius made his complaints to Zofrmus, 
he was ſo hardy as to make trial of them ; and in the 
name of the Canons of the Nicene Council, he ſends them 
abroad to fight for him. De Marca, lib. 7. cap. 5. Du 
Pin, pag. 113. | 

Now in all this Narration from firſt to laſt, I ſee no 
manner of overſight; ' but great appearance of prudence, 
deſign and craft. It was no overſight for the Friends of 
Rome at Sardica, to make Canons of Diſcipline ; when all 
the Eaſtern Biſhops, who might oppoſe, were out of the 
way. 

It was no overſight in Hofus to preface his Canons in 
that glozing way ot doing honour to the memory of Saint 
Peter. 

It was no overſight in Fulzus to tack theſe new Canons 
(that were to give him and his Succeſſours ſuch new 
powers) to thole of the Council of Nice. 

It wasno overſight in his Succeſlours, to make no men- 
tion of theſe for ſeventy years. 

It was no overſight in Pope Zo/emus, when he reſolved 
to make advantage of them ; to bring them forth in the 
name and credit of Nicene Canons. ( Thus did Leo the 
Firſt after him. De Marca, lib. 7. cap. 7. par. 6.) For 
had he called them Sardicas Canons, St. Auguſtin would 
have preſently faid, that they were the Acts of Hereticks, 
and in the next moment would have thundred againſt 
them, as Falfarians and Counterteits. For thoſe Men who 
made the Sardican Canons, which he had ſecn did con- 

demn 
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demn both Athanaſius and Julius ; and then how 1s it pofſ- Auguſt. EpiPt. 
ſible to think, that they would ever have given ſuch new 153: | 
and extraordinary powers to Fulius > Atter that, the 

whole Council would have declared,, that whether rhe Ca- 

nons were counterfeit or not, yet no Act of any Sardican 

Council had any more authority in it (after the diviſion 

of the Fakes) than an A of one of their Provincial 

Synods, 

Upon the whole therefore, whatever men talk of an 
overl'ght in Zoſimus, it is certain he did what was fit and 
neceſlary to be done .in the caſe. If he would uſe thoſe 
Carons to enlarge his power, he muſt call them Nicene Ca- 
nons. For thoſe onely could be preſumed to have autho- 
rity fufficient to doe his buſineſs. . Thus his own next Pre- 
deceſſur znocentius the Firſt ſays in his Epiſtle, ad Cle- 
ram Conſtant inopolitanum, of the Nicene Canons, that they, 
and they onely were the Canons, which the Roman Church 
flood to. Alios quippe Canones Romana non admittit Eccle- 
fra, Du Pin 1137 Sozomen, lib. 8. 26, De Marca, lib. 7. 

EaP. I2, Par. I, & 2. 

But, good Sir, pardon this digreſſion. It has been too 
long. Our Authour forced me'to it by his confident al- 
ledging the Council of Chalcedon, and the Council of Nice 
for the Pope's Supremacy. In charity I was bound to pity 
him, and tell him ſomething which he did not know ; and 
. thereby (if poſſible) ro move him to take more care, if 
ever he writes again. I pitied the World too, to fee it in 
danger to be abuſed by ſuch impertinencies at this time of 
day- Onely allow me the favour to acquaint you, that 
Petrus de Marca, ſpeaking of thoſe Sardican Canons, 11b. 7, Petrus de 
cap. 15. par.q, & 5. exprelly ailerts that they were un- mas pace 
known in Africa, and other Provinces till Zoſtmus his days, Sacerdor. 
and withall he ſhews how the Africans at lait came to ſub- 
mit to them ; and that was upon many, and thoſe not 
commendable reaſons; the firſt of which is this, Ceſſere 

tandem ob pertinaciam ſedi Apoſtolice Pontificum, qui nihil 
remittere 
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remittere voluerunt ex jure fibi legitim? quzfito in Concilio 
Generali Occidentis Sardicenſ1 nimirum ; preſertim cum poſ- 
ſeſſroni eorum conſenſiſſent Aſricani Epiſcopt, qui ad certum 
tempus morem geſſerant defideriis Summorum Pontificum. 
And the laſt is from the difficulties which the incurſions of 
the Yandals brought upon them, who being Ariars made 
it neceſſary for the Churches of Africa at any rate to pur- 
chaſe the favour and aſliſtence of the Romans. ---incarfſio 
Vandalorum, Ariani erant, I in Africa dominabantur , 
Africanos weceſitate adigebat ad artiſimam unionem cum Fc- 
clefia RomanJi. | 

It ſeems then that the Popes after long conteſts prevailed 
not by the merits of their Cauſe, but by their /zFeſs, or 
pert inacious infift ing upon demands right or wrong ; And 
by making advantages of the neceſlities of others, when 
Vandals, and thoſe too Arian Hereticks, had maſter'd 
them, and lay hard upon them ; for then thoſe Orthodox 
Chriſtians were forced to yield up their rights to the Popes, 
before they could obtain neceſlary reliefs trom them. Thus 
ſaid that wiſe and'learned Roman Catholick, And he him- 
ſelf in the writing of this gives us cauſe to believe the 
truth of this remark, for he then found in his own experi- 
ence the ſame ſtitineſs, and pertinacity, and therefore puts 
in words to pleaſe them quite contrary to the deſtgn of 
his Diſcourſe. For he ſhews plainly that they had no 
right, and yet was forced to ſay they had, ex jure legzt ime 
quzſito. He ſhews that the Sardican Fathers, who made 
this Canon, after the ſeceſſion of the others, could not 
make up any ſthew of a general Council, yer fays that right 
was obtained i» Concilio generali, Sardicenſi nimirum. 

Now, Sir, if you can think that the Roman Bifhops have 
proceeded in theſe methods, I hope you will hereafter leſs 
puzzle your ſelf, and your Friends, with your Qzerzes con- 
cerning the prodigious Power of the Papacy; how it conld 
get up at firlt by ſuch ſlender pretences? and how tt could 
tiand with ſuch weak props ? how men could be fo bold 


as 
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as to challenge in behalf of the Roman Biſhops ſo illuſtrious 
a Supremacy, 1o unlimited Authority, ſo glorious a Vicege- 
rency, as the Yicariatſhip of Chrift himfelt muſt ſpeak 2 All 
theſe will be much eaſier to you when you have conſide- 
red theſe two things ; firſt, the mighty effects of a perti- 
wactous (tiffneſs 1n x dburs right or wrong ; and ſecondly, 
what it is to take all advantages upon the necellities of o- 
thers, eſpecially at ſuch a time, when thoſe barbarous 
People, Goths, and Vandals, and Huns, and Saxons, had 
overrun ſo many parts of the World. 

2. A ſecond point of Controverſlie between the Church 
of Rome, and the Church of Engiaxd, which according to 
our Anthour was determined by ancient Councils, is that 
about the Apocryphal Books ; whixh he ſays were'taken 


into the Canon of the Old Teſtament in the Third Council of P. 25. 


Carthage, figned by St. Auguſtine, Baruch onely not named, 
Canon 47. 

Now to this it is ſufficient to ſay, that the Subject is 
exhauſted, and there 1s nothing left for another Writer to 
| add to it. The Learned Dr. Coſens in his Diſcourſe of the 
Canon of the Scripture, parag. 82. has ſaid more than e- 
nough, for the ſatisfaRtion of any learned Roman Catholick, 
as well as Proteſtant; and if our Azthour would pre- 
fume to reply, it will coſt him more pains, than the wri- 
ting of a dozen ſuch Books as theſe. But ſome ſmall re- 
turn may be expected; He ſhall therefore have this : That 


the Canon he quotes out of the Council of Carthage, does Canen. 47. 4- 
not provide for the taking of Books into the Canon of Scrip- P14 Binvium, 


ture ; but for throwing of Books out of the Church. It ;, 
fays at firſt, that no Books ſhou!ld be read in Churches, 
but theſe; and then it ſays in the cloſe, that they had re- 
ccived from the Fathers, that theſe were there to be read. 
Now our Asthour know's, that though we call theſe Books 
Apocryphal, yet we reade them in our Churches ; and that 
as much, and more than they do in the Church of Rome ; 


and that all of them, except the two Books of the —_ 
| F ces, 
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bees. Now as to theſe, they are not mentioned in any of 


Scholaſt. Hiſt. the Greek Copies of this Canon ; nor yet in Creſconzus his 


p.112, 


Cn. Apoſtol. 
85. 


this end it is read in the Church of England. 


"12 Collection of the African Canons; and how they came to 


be inſerted, we mult remit him to Dzony/tus Exiguus for 
his fatis/|action. 

Burt if our Authour had any material doubt concerning 
the Church of Eng/and's Dodrine about Canonzcal, and 
Apocryphal Books, he would have done well to have con» 
ſidered | the ſentiments of the DoCtours of the Romay 
Church, before he had concluded againſt us. Now, I 
believe, that Cardinal Cajetan, where he endeavours to 
reconcile the Council of Carthage with Saint Auguſtine, 
would have given him reaſon enough never to have uſed 
this objetion againſt the Church of Eng/and. He fays in- 
deed againſt Proteſtants, but not thoſe oft the Engliſh Com- 
munion, #» fine Commentariorum ad Hiſt. V. & N. T. Ne 
turberis Novitie, fi alicubi reperias libros iſtos inter Canoni« 
cos ſupputatos ; vel in ſacris Conciliy, vel in ſacris Dottori- 
bus ; libri iſti non ſunt Canonici ad confirmanda ea que ſunt 
fidei, poſſunt tamen dici Canonici ad edificationem fidelium, 
ut pote in Canone Biblii ad hoc recepti & autorati, Cum his 
diſtinftione diſcernere poteris ſcripta Auguſtini, © ſcripta 
in provinciali Synodo Carthaginenf.. 

Now this agrees well enough with the Doctrine in the 
Articles, and practice preſcribed in the Rubrick, of the 
Church of England. 

And telides, this diſtinction has its foundation in a 
very venerable Authority, for the Apoſtolick Canons make 
a great deal of diflerence, (and that upon the ſame ground) 
betwcen ſome, and other Books ; calling ſome of theſe 
or527/142, x, aye, Venerable, and holy ; but then of the 
Book, called the Wiſedom of Solomon, or the Sox of Sirach 
(and that moſt certainly is the beſt of the 4Apocrypha) fay, 
it 15 to be learnt by the Young Men, or the Catechumens, 
for the good rules and inſtructions that are in it: and for 


It 
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It is ſomething more, and to be hinted here ; that the Concil. Laod. 


Laodicean Council expreſly requires that no Books be <** 5 


read in the Church but thoſe that we accompr in ſtrict 
ſenſe.Canoxical ; Can. 609. And in the Canon <9. of that 
Council it is abſolutely forbidden, that any private Hymns 
or Pſalms ( that is, ſuch as have been made by private 
Perſons, ſince the conſignation of the Canon of Scripture) 
ſhould be uſed in Churches. Now if our Authour knows 
his Breviary, and allows any Authority to theſc Councils ; 
He may have more reaſon to object againſt the Church of 
Rome, for having ſo many private /7ymns 1n their Service, 
than againſt the Church of Eng/and, for having ſo few 
Books 1n that which is properly called the Canonical Scrip- 
fures. 

This bye-conſideration might have given ſome ſtop to 
a man that was not reſolved to' run too faſt from his 
Church. 

3. But he mentions a third Doctrine determined in an- 
cient Councils againſt us; and that i concerning the unbloudy 
Sacrifice ; now this is for want of matter to give words ; 
it is certain that the Church of Eng/and, at the end of the 
Communion-ſervice, in the laſt CoZef, teaches us to pray 
to God, that he would accept this out Sacrifice; and our 
Authour knows that it never owned any Sacrifice, but an 

unbloudy Sacrifice to be offered there. 

* TI wiſh our Authoar had told us whether the Sacrifice 
which the Church of Rome pretends to offer, be bloudy 
or unbloudy. ENS 

' They tell us ordinarily that there is bloud on the Pat- 
ten, and bloud in the Cup, bloud with the Body concomz- 
tanter, for the benefit of the Laity ; and bloud in the Cup 
to the ſatisfation of the Prieſt ; I think both theſe are ot- 
fered up according to their Dodtrine, as a Sacrifice propi- 
tiatory for the dead and the living, 

. They that believe 7ranſubſtantiation, mult believe that 


. one pprt of the Sacrifice is really bloud, and nothing elle 
F 2 but 


P. 20, 


Briet. Annal. 
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but bloud ; and they may be concern'd to call it a blou- 
dy Sacrifice, but not at all to call it unbloudy. Pope 
7rban the Fourth ſeems to have been of this mind when 
he inſtituted the great Feaſt of the Body of Chrift, com- 
monly called, Fe/tum Corporis Chriſti : For he did it upon 
this occaſion ; that a certain Holt being broken by the 
Prieſt, either bled, or ſhed drops of bloud ; they fay mi- 
raculoufly, but how, or whether true or no, we know 
not. Now this, I preſume, may be call'd a bloudy Foft 


. or Sacrifice; Brietius, Ann. 1264. 1n theſe words tells us 


the ſtory, 
@rbanus quartus ex regions miraculi de Euchariſtia. He» 


mm An. 1224 ſtid 4 Sacerdote frat reddente ſanguinem, Feftum Corporis 


Chriſti inſt ituit. wy | 

The inſtitution of this Feaſt was to give honour to the. 
Hoſt, and that not as «nb/oudy, but as bloudy; and it was to 
inſinuate this Doctrine, that all the other Hoſts have bloud 
with them, as well as this; though the bloud does nor al- 
ways appear. But, as they ſay, then it did ; and if fo, it 
came in ſeaſonably to confirm the Doqrine of the Late- 
ran Council about Tra»ſub/tantiation; and that which ſoon 
follow'd after it, the communicating of the Laity in one 
Species. So happy was the Church of Rome then, to have 
a Miracle, or the ſtory of a Miracle to come in at the nick 
of time, to patronage that which old Councils, and old Fa- 
thers, and ſenſe, and reaſon, and all that is in'man, muſt 
have diſclaim'd and oppos'd. 

But now, after all this, our Authour is moſt unlucky, 
to Put us in mind of the true, ancient, Catholick Doc- 
trine ; and to ſummon up old Councils in the defence of a 
word, which we accept, and uſe with ſubmiſſion, and 
that moſt properly ; we believe the holy Euchariſt to be a 
Sacrifice, and that in plain and ſtri&t ſenfe, an unbloudy 
Sacrifice ; and ſo as the ancient Councils, and Fathers did, 
we call it. And though the DoCtours of the Church of 
Rome uſe the ſame word, yet when they refle&t upem the 

Doctrine 
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Dodrine of their own Church, they muſt explain them- 


ſelves by a much harder figure, than we uſe when we in-. 


terpret the words of our Saviour's Inſtitution. 

Bur yet our Asthour will have the Councils againſt us; 
and he tells us of a Council at Conſtantinople, which, he ſays, 
was a thouſand years agoe, and that it ſeems uſed theſe 
words, and fo do we ; thoſe o/d Cowncils are better Friends 
to the Proteſtant Doctrines, than he is aware of ; for the 
Proteſtants ſtudied them, and learnt of them, and took 
their rules and meaſures, in the Reformation, as near as 
they could, after the holy Scriptures, from them. 

Then he cites the ninth Council of the Apoſtles; now 1 
with he had told us, whether this was a thouſand, or fif- 
teen hundred, or two thouſand years agoe : I thought at 
firſt he meant the : 5th Chapter of the Acts of the Apoſtles ; 
But our Authour has declar'd ſo much againſt the Scrip- 
tures, that we can never hope to find his ſenſe there; it 
ts poſſible he means the ninth of the Apoſtolick Canons. 

And that is as little to his purpoſe, as the ninth Council 
of the Apoſtles : to be ſure it ſpeaks nothing againſt the in- 
tereſt of the Church of England, and nothing to the ad- 
vantage of the Church of Rome. | 

.'Thus it is, and will be, as often as men adventure to 
write Books without skill. . 7. | 
| . The fourth point our Authoer gives us as determined 

in Councils, -is that of the veneration and worſhip of Saints 
Relicks, as alſo of Martyrs, and holy Images ; which, he 
ſays,- was (according to Apoſtoliral Tradition) eſtabliſhed in 
the ſecond Council of Nice, with the general concurrences of 
ancient Fathers. ; ER 

This Coanc# indeed ſpeaks to thepoint, for which it is al- 
ledged ;- but becauſe our 4uthour is pleas'd to fortify it with, 
concurrences; 11! give him account. of ſome other Councils, 
that as-to time, do almoit concur with this ; they treat 
upon the ſame ſubje&, and determine as reſolutely ; and 
when he has balianced all the coxcarrexces together, gow 

: _ 
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haps he may find as little pleaſure in this allegation, as in 
all the reſt. 
The firſt Council that ever determined any thing about 
the worſhip of Images was at Conſtantinople, Anno 754. 
* See the As * This called it felt the ſeventh general. Council, and 1o it 
| $6.9] onal was eſteemed for thirty years aſter. 
This condemned the worthip of Images, and declared 


cil in Binnus, 


——_ Col. that it was abominable, that Images were Idols, and the 
al _ Worſhippers of them Idolaters; and that all and every I- 


mage was to be thrown out of Chriſtian Churches ; and 
they ſpake as high in this way, as any have done ſince the 
+ See Binnius Reformation- Þ+ This appears by the Adts and Canons of 


=>") rg the ſecond Nicene Council where thoſe Fathers ſpeak a- 


Balſamus and gain!t it. Ct, | . 
Zonarazon the A little more than thirty years aſter, another Council was 


77 and rh \convened at Nice ; This cancelled the Acts of the former, 
ſecond Nicene and Called it ſelf the ſeventh geveral Council, This decla- 
Council, \1ed the worſhip of Images to be lawful, but gave no requi- 
ſite bounds and meaſures to it, nor yet taught the expedi- 

ency of it. | | 

This was done when JTrene, an Imperious Woman, in the 

behalf of her young Son, ſwayed the Empire. Bur ſeven 

years after this, Charles the Great gets another Council to 

meet at Francfort ; there met three hundred Biſhops, who 
unanimouſly as much danined the ſecond Comncil at Nice, 

as that had damned the former : Walafridus Strabo, & 

Ado Viennenſis, & Regino Prumienfis tell us, that in this 

Francfort Council; . Pſeudoſynodus Greca: pro aderandu Ima- 

ginibus habita, & falso ſeptima votata,. ab, Epiſcopis dam-, 

nata eſt, And Hincmarus Rhemenſis tells us 5: Tempore Cas. 

roli magni Imperatoris, juſſione Apoſtolice ſedis, generalis Sy- 

nodus in Francia convocante prefate Imperatore, celebrata' 

eft, & ſecundum Scripturarum. tramitem, tradition?mque 

majorum, ipſa Gracorum Synodus'deſtrufta & penitus abdi- 

cata eſt, And a little after he' tells, that by rhe Autho- 


rity of this Synod, the veneration of Images was ſomewhat. 
reprellcd : 
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rep:<ſſed : But yet Pope Adrian was of another mind, and 

his Succeſſours, after the death of Charles, Pupparum ſua- 

rum. c:ltum vehementius promoverunt, ſtirred much to ad- 

wance this worſhip; to which he gives a name which I ſhall 

not Engliſh: inlomuch, that Lews, the Son of Charles, was 

forced to write ſharper againſt the worſhip of Images, than 

his Father had done. Now this is material, and.it might 

in reaſon have ſtopt our Authour from laying any great 

flrefs upon the ſecond Njcene Council. And all this he 

knew, or might have known; for Dr. Beveredge, 1n his —Note Beve- 

learned Notes upon that Courcit, had laid all this before jF8" moons 

him. | ſecundum, 
But to add a little more; in the year 825. Ludovicus 

Pius called another Councit at Pars, and this declared as 

much againſt the wor ſhip of Images, and the ſecond Council 

at Nice, as that at Francfort had done. before. The Atts 

of this Council lay in obſcurity, unknown a great while ; 

but they were printed in the year 1596. and ſince that 

time the Friends of the preſent Church of Rome have no- 

thing to ſay againſt them, and nothing for themſelves ; 

but that Jonas A diſputed in that Council for 

Images againit Clasdius Taurinenſis, But yet for all his —Bellarmi- 

Arguments, the unanimous determinations of the reſt of 2 — 

the Fathers was againſt them. And beſides, this very Fo- _ gif 5" 

nas, though he had ſomething to ſay againſt Claudixs, y et Jona. Aurelia- 

he faid not enough to ſerve the Intereſt of the preſent "6 

Church of Rome ; For Be//armine, de ſcriptoribus Eccleſt« 

aſticis, tells us, that he wrote three Books pro defenſione 

ſacrarum Imaginum'; But |1e adviſes men to reade them 

with caution ; becauſe (lic ſays) that he, and Agabardus, 

and all the chief Writers of the French Nation in that age, 

are in one and the ſame errour ; who, though they will 

allow ſome worſhip for Images, yet they deny that any 

religious worſhip is to be given to them. 
Thus our Authoxr might have ſeen, that we have a- 

gainſt them three Councils for one z One in the Eaſt be- 

; fore. 
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fore that of Nice, moſt high and poſitive againſt Image 
worſhip : and two in the Weſt : and thoſe not onely de- 
claring againſt that Worſhip, but as poſitively caſlatin 
and annulling the 4s of that ſecond Nicene Council whic 
allowed it; and theſe two convened by the direftion of 
two great Princes, Charles the Great, and Lew the Pious, 
who were the beſt Friends that ever the Church of Rome 
' had. And with theſe Councils agree, or very near agree, 
all the chief Men of skill and learning, who were Writers 
in that age in the Weſt - And then in the Eaft, it is moſt 
certain that the ſecond Nicene Council had no Credit, or 
Reputation, or Authority a great while aſter ; for all the 
Hiſtorians that write of the Times after the Depoſition of 
Trene the Empreſs, tell us of three or four Emperours im- 
mediately ſucceeding, who fully declar'd again!t Images, 
and their worſhip ; threw them out of Churches, and ſe- 
verely puniſhed all rhoſe that pleaded in defence of them. 
And nothing is ſo common amongſt them, as levere and 
bitter complaints againſt the Perſecution ot the 7cono- 
claſts. 

All this is true matter of fact, and it is enough to de- 
preciate the credit of the ſecond Nicene Council, and thar 
perhaps with our Authour himſelf. 

But yet, for all rhis, it may puzzle ſome others, to find 
that this ſecond Nicene Council appears in the World, as 
the ſeventh General Council; and that in ancient as well 
as modern Collections ; and not onely in the Wef?, but in 
the Eaſt. 

The conſideration of this is beſide my buſineſs ; but 
yet it 15 ſtrange, and ſurprizing, and would tempt a man 
to venture at a gueſs, which perhaps may move others to 
ſpeak ſomething 1n the caſe that is more material. 

[ have heard of a Proverb, or proverbial ſaying ; that 
three things joined together will doe wonders; and they 
are theſe, A little good luck, and ſome Art, and a great 
deal of Face, 

Now 
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Now the ſecond Niceve Council has had on its fide all 
theſe three molt remarkably. Fir/t, as to good lack, about 
the time of this Council,” whilſt Trene was Empreſs, there 
hapned a moſt prodigious ſtrange Miracle: at Berytus in 
Phomicia. 

An Image of our Saviour being wounded by a Few in 
the breaſt | + out, as my Authour ſays, ſo much bloud, 
as being divided, would be ſufficient to be kept, and 
ſhown 1n all the Churches of the Eaſt and Weſt : This was 
ſoon carried abroad; and a little of it, as moſt ſacred and 
venerable, was repoſited in moſt of the famed Churches : 
Some of this we find was ſhown at Mantua ; and great 
noiſe and talk there was about it ; perhaps ſome were for 
the Miracle, and ſome againſt it : And it is likely that 
Charles tht Great had not faith enough to believe it ; for 
in the year 804. he got Pope Leo the Third to deter- 
mine the Controverſie, whether that bloud came from the 
Image at Berytus, or no; and at that time he gave his 
judgment againſt the Image ; but when he added, that 
the bloud there ſhown came out of the ſide of our Saviour, 
an honeſt Jeſuit dare not credit him. 

Brietius ſays, de hoc viderint eruditi, Now when this 
bloud was ſhown in Churches far and near, in the Eaft 
and Weſt, it could not but conciliate great veneration to 
ſacred Images in the People. For they ſaw the bloud, 
' and it was thown with a great deal of devotion ; and the 
Prieſts and Monks told the ſtory no doubt with confidence 
enough ; and it being told in ſo many places, and ſo oft, 
and after the ſame manner, How the Few blaſphemed our 
Saviour, and how he ſcoffed at his ſacred Image ; and then 
how impudently he pierced-it; and then, how that very 
bloud came from it ; the People could not but believe the 
ſtory ; and believing that they cauld not_ but have a high 
opinion of their mages, and a great readineſs to receive the 
Doctrine and Practice of giving worſhip to them. 


G This 
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This Miracle happening in /rexe's time, or, as Sigebert 


 fays, 2 little before ; but yet after the Conſtantinopolitan 


Council, that had condemned Image-worſhip, came in as 
ſeaſorably to the aſliſtence of Images, and Image-worſbipe 
pers, as heart could wiſh ; if it had been contrived with 
craft, and ſleight, it could not have happened in a more 
convenient time. 

This may be faid to be good /ack ; molt certainly this 
Miracle, or ſtory of a Miracle, did great ſervice to the /e- 
cond Nicene Council; it was a moſt powerfull mover to 
gain credit and authority for it. 

2. But ſecondly, there was Art uſed to give credit to 
this Council; and that much more-than it had, or could 
deſerve; and yet not more than it wanted: For ſeeing that 
in the Weſt the illuſtrious names of Charles the Great, and 
Lewis the Pious, were openly alledged, and every-where 
known againſt it. And the name of Jrene, after her De- 
poſition, would rather have blemiſhed than honoured it. 
Andno Emperour for a good while after her could be named 
a friend or favourer of it ; therefore Juſtinian was fetched 
from his grave to ratify it. 

Within leſs than a hundred years after this Council, a no- 
torious piece of forgery was contrived to cheat them that 
were not unwilling to be couzened. 

Fuſtinian's Novel, wherein he confirmed the frſ# four 
General Councils, was ſent abroad, inlarged with the ad- 
ditions of three Councils more, whereof this was the laſt, 
and it was done for the fake of this. 

But now, though this was a very impudent cheat, for 7«- 
ſtinian was dead two hundred years betore this Counczl; yet 
Photius and Balſamon (whether willingly or unwillingly, 
who knows) were catched with it. See Dr. Beveredge's 
Notes upon the firſt Canon of the ſecond Nicene Council ; 


where'this trick is diſcovered, and a broad intimation gi- 
ven, that many more like unto it might be added, 


Now 


_ (43) | 
Now ſuch Arts as theſe, with ſucceſs attending them, 
and ſo great, as to deceive ſuch men as Phorzus, and Bal- 


F 


ſamon, may eaſily be thought able enough to ſupport the 
worſt 'Cauſe in the World ; and' we need not wonder to 
ſee the ſecond Nicene Council in credit, and authority, 
ſince it had ſuch mighty forces, Miracles, and Forgery to 
fight for it. And both theſe unaccountably ſucceſsfull ; 
the one in amazing the Vulgar, and the other in blunde- 
ring Men of the belt skill : All the effe&, which I know, 
that ſuch a Story as this can have upon an indifferent Per- 
ſon, and ſuch as hath not totally laid aſide his Bi#/e, is to 
move him to reade twice or thrice that Paſlage of St. Paul, 
2 Thelſl. 2. 9, 10. 

3. A third advantage that the ſecond Nicene Council 
has had, is Face, Now perhaps our Authour may at firſt 
be at a little puzzle to find this word here; and willing 
to ſpell the meaning of it ; but he may ſoon eaſe himſelf 
of farther thought, if he reflects but on himſelf, and his 
own carriage in this Book, towards the Reverend Fathers 
of our Church*; How he heads, and beards them, and 
talks faucily to them : and ſeems to triumph in a conqueſt 
over them ; when he has neither Sex/e, nor Reaſon, nor 
Scripture, nor Council for him. It's well he has Face; for 
if he had not that, all things elſe would fail him : ro that 
he muſt owe all the agreeable effes of this Book, if per- 
chance he finds any : But yet it muſt be ſaid, that the ſame 
ſteps our Authour takes, others have trodden before him. - 
For-what Petrus de Marca faYs of the receiving of the Sar- 
dican Canons, Tom. 2. lib. 7. cap. 15. parag, 5. that it was 
done Ob pertinaciam ſedis Apoſtolice Pontificum, qui nihil 
remittere voluerunt, 1s likewiſe true 1n this caſe. 

The Council was condemned, and all the 4s of it nul- 
led and caſlated, with full authority in two Councils ; fo 
far as /mage-worſhip was allowed and approved in it. And 
then as to the matter of it, the worſhip of Images; no 


man has yet taught any conſiderable good or expediency 
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that can come to Chriſtians by it. The Objections a- 
oainſt it are preſling and ſtrong, a danger, at leaſt, of a 
great Sin ; and that Sin ſuſpected to be Idolatry, and fo 
alledged to be by the Councils at Conſtantinople, and Paris. 
All the ſeeming Anſwers made to thoſe Objeftions were 
retorted, and fully replyed to with briskneſs and ſmart- 
neſs by Claudius Tanrinenfis in Ludovicus Pius his times : 
Vide Appendi- And the rejoinder of Fonas Aurelianenfis does not ſatisfy 
em f2u7. 1. Bellarmine himſelf. And nothing has appeared ſince in 
the World but the ſame things over and over again ; or a 
haſty rallying up of the broken and ſhattered remains of 
thoſe Ancient Controvertilts. 

This, I think, is enough to perſuade an indifferent Bye- 
ſtander, that Face, or Confidence, or Pertinacity has had 
a great influence in giving that Authority to the Second 
Nicene Council which is challenged for it at this day. 

I beg pardon for this digreſſion ; it may ſeem imperti- 
nent to ſome, and not altogether ſo to others. It may 
perhaps give occaſion to the more Learned to examine 
more ſtrictly the Authority that is commonly allowed 

' with no very good reaſon to ſome other Councils. 

I will onely add this one thing, for the conſideration 
of my Countrey-men ; that when the Decree of this Coun- 
cil was firſt brought into Britain, it gave infinite diſplea- 

| ſure and diſcontent to our Predeceſlours, the old Britains : 

Beveregii An- The Learned Dr. Beveredge gives us this in his Notes upon 

norar. in Ca- this Conncil : uantd offenfione, quantoque odio _—_— 0- 
Is 


nones Concal. 


Nicen ſecund;, {ra Britannica Decretum prentis Synodi de adorandis ima- 
P. 165. ginibus, tunc temporis, excipiebat, Hiſtorici noſtri Rogerus 
Flovedenus, Simeon. Dunelmenſis, aliique, ubertim tradi- 

derunt. . 
P. 20. 5. The next thing that our Authour gives us, as deter- 


mined in Ancient Councils, is that of Communion under 
one Kind ; which, he ſays, was determined to be ſufficient 
by the Council of Conſtance : Now here I will diſpatch in 


ſhort by telling this one thing to our Authour ; That in 
| my 


(45) 

my opinion he might. as well have told me ofa Council of 
Fews met together ro condemn our Saviour, as of a Council 
of Chriſtians, that bave-preſumed to alter,, and cltange the 
moſt facred Ioſtitution of our Lord, [1 

The bleſſed Sacrament is moſt” venerable, as it came 
from him ; It receives its being, nature, virtue, grace, 
from his good-will and pleaſure, from his inſtitution. 
Without this inſtitution it is nothing : For there 'is no 
reaſon for Chriſtians to communicate in the Lord's Sup- 
per ; to eat his Body, and to drink his Bloud ; but onely 
this, that it pleaſed the Lord to give that Rule and Order 
to them. 52S 
| Had he pleaſed, he might have given us the Bread 
without the Cup, or the Cup without the Bread ; and if 
he had pleaſed, he might have omitted both, - But ſince 
he has given the fame order for both ; Chriſtians are un- 
der the ſame obligation, and have the ſame right to 
both, as to one; and that all Chriſtians, as well Laity, as 
Prieſts, for there is but one order given ; and 4 Council 
may as well debar the Prieſts from the Cup, ;as the Laity ; 
and they may as well null the whole Sacrament, as 


halve it. : 

But ſince. our Authoyr, has mentioned the Council of 
Conſtance, 1 will preſume -to goons unto him a late 
ingenious, and diſcreet Diſcourſe, publiſhed by. a Perſon 
of quality, of the Authority of Councils, and Rule of Faith. 
He may there find ſome remarks concerning this Council 
of Conſtance, that may doe- hima more good than all the 
Councils that ever he read. 


6. The next thing our Authour mentions is Purgatory, P. 24. 


and the Council of Florence, eſtabliſhing the truth of the 
Dofrine concerning #t, Now as to this enough has been 
written already, 1'l] be kind: to our Authour, and for his 
ſake fay nothing againſt it. And that becauſe I know 
not what profit or advantage to himſelf a New Convert 


may expect from it : For it 1s the trade of /ndu/gences and 
= | Maſſes 


P. 21. 


higher than this Lateras Councy ; and this Council was 


Maſſes that'keeps up the talk of it ; as it is a point of ſpe- 
culation, Rowe is no more concerned to defend it than 
we. The Doctrine derives from Feathers, - eſpecially-the 
Poets ; and it may give fine-entertain to Wits, and idle 
Perfons. © He thar has nothing ro'doe, may'tranſcribe half 
a ſcore Legends, which may poſſibly make our Authoar 
bluſh, and be wiſer than to alledge Councils in defence of 
Purgatory. 

7, The laſt Point which our Authour gives us, 'is the 
Do@trine of Tranſubſtantiation, which he ſays was confirmed 
in the great Council of Lateran ; in which near thirteen hun- 
dred Fathers aſſiſted : and in ſeven or eirht other Councils 
before that i Trent; and all the controverted Points parti- 
cularly, and by name, declared by ſome of your ſelves, to 
have been brought into England by Augaſtize the Monk, a- 
bove a thouſand years ſince. 

Here our A«thour is unhappy in every thing he ſays. 

Firſt, He calls the Lateran Council Great ; He means 
General, for that is the name which mult guide its Autho- 
rity, and make it conſiderable ; and ſo ſome have called 
it, but with the meaneſt appearance of reaſon that ever 
was offered ; For the Saracens then gave too much buſi- 
neſs to the Eaſtern Biſhops, for them to leave their Houſes, 
and their Flocks, to come to Rome to make Speeches in + 
Councils there. | 

And then ſecondly, He ſays there were near thirteen 


hundred Fathers aſſiſting in this Council ; now if he had 


looked upon Binnius, or Labbe, he would have found not 
above four hundred Biſhops there, and they are.the onely 
Perſons that were ever reckoned for Fathers in a Counc1l. 
Thirdly, To the end of this he tacks a Story of Augu/tine 
the Monk, as if he thought, or would perſwade others, 
that he brought into Eng/ard the Dodrine of 7rauſub/tan- 
tiation, and the Decree of the Lateran Council for it : 
Now T7ranſubſtautiation, name, and thing, can derive no 


not 


(47) 
not in being for-more than ſix huadred years after the 
Death of Auguſtine ; Bede tells us, Lb. 2. cap. 5. that he 
was dead before the year 613. and this Coynci! met nor 
till the year 12.15. Thus miſctably 1 happy, 'our Ae 
& MY 


thour in his impertinent Sallies. But "more 
of Auguſtize hereafter. At preſent our Authour Vbnifinefs 


is to gain credit and belicf to the Dodring of 7] ragſolifes- 
tiation from the Authority of the fourth Lateran ll, 
under Zznocent the Third. Now to this I anſwer, 

Firſt, That no Lateras Council can be preſumed to 
have any conſiderable Authority in it ; eſpecially not that 
which is challenged in the behalf of Great, or General 
Councils : which is a ſubmiſſion of Judgment, and an in- 
tire reſignation of: Faith to the.Decrges'of it. _.. 
Secondly, This particular. fourth Dera: Council 1s 
liable to more Objections than all the'reſt ;' and ſome of 
them ſuch as are ſo ſharp and pungent to the ſenſe of an 
Engliſh-man, that he can ſcarce hear them-withour diſguſt 
and hatred ; and therefore it may be preſumed, that what- 
ever credit and authority that Council can give to Tranſub- 
flantiation abroad, yet it can give little or none to-it in 
England. 72 | 


I. No Lateran Council can be preſumed to have any 
conſiderable Authority in it ; and that for theſe-reaſons. 

I. Becauſe theſe Lateran Councils come too near to the 
indotlum ſeculum ; that is, to an Age wherein good Lear- 
ning was huſhed afleep ; and Ignorance and Darkneſs had 
overſpread the World. This Romaniſts, as well as Prote- Bellarm. in 
ſtants complain of, and tell us, that neither Learned Man, ©79nologia 
nor Writer, was known to have lived in it, Now before ** ©* 97 
Learning was got up and dreſſed, Ambition and Interett 
had done a great deal of buſineſs in the World ; and when 
it is known that they have been acing, all Men uſually are 
ſo ſuſpicious, as not to þe over ready to give any great 


_ credit. 
2. Thoſe 
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2. Thoſe Lateran Councils came too thick, for we have 
five of them in Tefs 'than one hundred years : Since that 
under Paſchal the Second generally omitted, 4s certainly a 
Lateran Council, as Baluzius, . in the Edition of Petrus de 
Mareg, has evidently ſhown, Tom. 2. pag. 431. To theſe 
might be added art leaſt three more, and all alike Oecume- 
nical; for all the diſtintion that Labbe makes withour 
any reaſon, is but to ſalve the credit of the former Col- 
-- 7 

3. The matter of ſome of them was of no great con- 
cern ; this may be preſumed, becauſe the beſt Copies of 
their As and Canoxs lay by the walls fo long ; For they 
were not well underſtood, till the curioſity and induſtry 
of Baluzius, atid ſome others, lately brought them to 
light : this appears by Baluzius in'the Book of Petrus de 
Marca ; and by comparing of Binnivs his Councils with 
thoſe of Labbe. * 

4. Moſt of them were convened for ill purpoſes, to ad- 


£.431© 435 vance the Papal Power, and to leſſen the rights of Princes : 


437- 


To this end convened, or at leaſt-aimed the Councils un- 
der Paſchal II. Califtus IT. Alexander Ill. and that under 
Tnnocent III. 


A But the laſt is our buſineſs, where the Second thing is 


to be ſpoken to. I ſay therefore 


IT. This Lateran Council, under znocent TIT. is liable 
to ſo many objections, that no' man, eſpecially an Engliſh- 
man, can have any great regard for the DoArine of 7ran- 
ſubſtantiation upon the Authority of it. This will appear 
it we conſider, 

I. That the 70 Ads or Canons of this Council were 
never heard of for full three hundred years after the Coun- 
cil; and they were firſt brought to light by Cochlzus, 
Luther's Adverſary ; who, about 20 years after Luther's 
oppoſition againſt the Church of Rome, either found them, 
or pretended to find them in ſome German Library , _ 

ent 


(49) 
ſent them to Peter Crabb, who printed them in the Year 
1537. and annexed them to the reſt of the C owncils, as if 
they had been the trne 4s of that Lateran Council ; for 
which he had no Authority, but 'what he received from 
Cochlzus. | 
2. They are ſo ill put on that every man who 

reads them, muſt miſdoubt them. For ſome of them are 
im the ſtyle of Conciliary As, and others ſpeak after the 
manner-of a Narrator, who tells what was done in a 
Council, Thus ſpeaks the 11th, 33d, 39th, 5 1ſt, 61ſt. In 
the 11th we find theſe words ; I» LateraRnſi Concilio pid 
fuit inflitutione 0002 33- Evettionum I perſonarum 
mediocritatem obſervent in Lateraxenfi Concilio definitum. 

9. De multi Providentid fuit in LateranenfiConcilio prohi- 
(ibn See the reſt, and you will find that theſe and 
thoſe words there uſed, ſpeak plainly that theſe are not 
Canons of a Council, From theſe and other Arguments XP. of the 
Peter Walſh has well gueſſed, That the words of Matthew fiſh Remonſe. 
Paris, who ſays that Innocent propoſed 70 capitula to the 7%: 
Fathers of this Council, which to ſome did ſeem eaſie, and 
to others burthenſome, gave occaſion to ſome Co/efor to 
put together what he found in the Decreta/s under the 
name of Jnuocentius in Concilio Lateranenfi ; and give to 
his Colledtion.the Name of the As of the Lateras Conncil, 
i is plain that Gregory IX. who put out the Decretals, did 
allow.the ſame Authority to the As of a Pope, and eſpe- 
\ cially his Zncle, this Zwnocent II. as if they had been the 
Afts of a Council, And his Propoſitions in the Lateran 
Council, though never accepted or agreed to by the Council, 
bony have as much Authority as the reſt of the Decre- 
tals have. | 


II. But then thirdly it is to be obſerved farther ; That 
whether theſe. reputed Canovs were Propofitions of Pope 
Innocent, or real Ads of the Council, yet no great ſtreſs can 
be aid upon them, becauſe _ things were then done in © 

| CXtra- 
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extraordinary haſte. We cannot at this day learn' from 
any man, that in this Council there was any ſuch thin 
as deliberation, or conſultation ; no argument was uſ: 
| either pro, or cox ; no reaſon offered, no objection remo- 
ved ; not a word is mentioned what this, or that, or the 
other man faid ; All things paſt in a huddle, after a quite 
| different manner from what was uſed by the. Apoſtles 
in their Council, 4#s 15. But more cloſely to our 
preſent buſineſs as to Tray/ub/tantzation, the Doctrine of 
Eriet. Annales which our Authogr fays was here confirmd ; and Brietivs 
jn An.1215- fays, that the Mame of it was here admitted , in eo No« 
wen Tranſubſtantiationis admifſſum fuit ; it is to be ob- 
ſerved, that if we ſpeak ſtrictly,. the very Name of 7rans 
ſubſtantiation is not to be found in all the Council;. and 
there is but one Paſlage in it' that, refers either to the 
Name,. or Doctrine. Cabaſſutius, a Roman Catholick, in 
his laſt Colefzon of Councils found fo little of it, that in 
his Notes upon this Council, he has not one remark upon 
this Point. Nor yet has Labbe any thing conſiderable of 
it, though he takes in the Notes of Biamus, and gives us 
the Errours of A/maric, which gave occaſion to this Doc- 
rrine : yet the truth is, ſomethung of. it is in this Coancz/, 
in the firſt Caxos of it : But it comes in ſo ſneakingly, and 
ſo unlike to a Conciliary Aft determining a Doctrine de 
fide ; that an caſfie Reader might-nat obſerve it, and the 
more accurate would have no great regard for it. Ir 
ſeems to be ſlurred upon the World, or delign'd to paſs 
like a whiſper thorough artificial conveniences, where 
they that are near ſhall perceive little of. it, but at. diſtance 
it will be noiſie and loud.. The: words inthe firſt Capztul. 
are theſe. Una vero eſt fidelium univerſalis Eccleſia, extra 
quam nullus omnino ſalvatur. In qua idem ipſe Sacerdos, 
&. Sacrificiam Jeſus Chriſtus : cujus corpus & ſauguis in Sa- 
craments. Altaris ſub ſpeciebus pants © wini veraciter conti- 
nentur, Tranſubſtantiatis, pane in corpus, iT vino'in ; 
nem poteſtate divini, ut ad perficiendum myſterium. unitatis. 
| accipia- 
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ſu, quod accepit ipſe de noſtro. Theſe are 
the words, and beſides theſe we have nothing that refers 
to this matter in the whole Cownrcal ;- and all that we have 
15 no more than one barbarons word'hooked in by 2 Pa- 
renthefs, without any explicite and determinate ſenſe. 
Now this is _furprizmg, and amazing, that Chriſtians 


accipiamus ipfr de 


ſhoufd be ob , and that with 'peril of damnation, to 
believe a Doctrine fo difficult, and fo incredible, as that 
of Tranſubſtantiation, and that onely by virtue of a word 
that ſeems to be flurred upon them ; mult we for this deny 
our Senſes, and our Reaſons, and forget our ſelves to be 
Men? muſt this be accounted Authority ſufficient to awe 
Confſciences, and ſubjugare Faith, and captivate Under- 
ſtandings? God Almig 7 never did this, and the Bleſſed 
Jeſus ſpake plainly, and fully, whenever he required obe- 
dience under ſuch ſevere penalties. 
If Tranſubſtantiation be de fide, necellary to be believed 
in order to Salvation, certainly we ought to have betfer 
grounds for it, than the Lateran Council can give, For 
any indifferent Perſon would require, in ſuch a caſe as 
this, that the Fathers of the Council ſhould have uſed all 
application of mind, care, and induſtry, and hearty hum- 
ble prayer to God for his direction, before they had de- 
termin'd ſuch a Point, and laid ſuch a burthen upon 
Chriſtians ; but of this kind there was nothing done there. 


IV. I add farther, that as there appears but little ground 
for any man to believe 7ranſubſtantiation by virtue of the 
Lateran Comncil, ſo there is much lefs for ar» Engliſh-man 
ro receive either that, or any other Doctrine in the Name, 
and by the Authority of it. An Emgliſh-man can ſcarce 
think of it without wrath and indignation : For this was 
called in the Year 12x15. abour two years after the great 


mortification of our Xing Fohn by this Pepe Innocent [[F. 
one of the great reaſons for it was to ſhew to the World 


the Pope's Victory, and England's Slavery. From thence it 
H 2 was 
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In edditroni- was that he wrote his Letter to tell the Barons, that En- 
- a7 Conct- gland was his, and the King his Vaſſal, Here it was that he 
_quarrim in Expanded his Plumes, and ſhewed his pride and his glory ; 
Editione Lab- Here he made known to the World that Pandulphus did 
veand. x4. Not go beyond commiſſion, when he told Xing Fohn that 
naſt. Burton, he ought to obey. his Lord the Pope, tam in terrenis quam 
Edie. Oxon. ip ſpiritualibus, as well in earthly matters in ſpiritual ; 
P*3:263 nor yet ated beyond commilſlion, when he ſtreſſed this 
unhappy Prince ſo far, that he was forced to reſign up his 
Kingdoms to the Pope; and could not be reſetled in his 
Rights, till he had ſubmitted to become tributary, Yaſſal 
and Liege-man to this Pope, and his Succeſſours, and untill 
Annales Mo- he had taken that ſlaviſh baſe Oath, which was framed in 
Is the fame words wherewith Yaſſals and Yilains were wont 
4h to bind themſelves to their proper Lords ; which may be 
ſeen with many other ſtrange Clauſes contained in it, 10 
the Annals of Burton Monaſtery, p. 270. Oxford Edition. 
* That all theſe things were done by command, appears 
by the As or Propolitions of Pope Innocent in this Late- 
ran Council, | 
Here he breathes in the Spirit of a Conquerour, and 
ſpeaks as Univerſal Monarch of the World ; he gives and 
takes away at pleaſure, and makes Laws for the keeping, 
or forfeiting Eſtates, He tells what Princes ſhall be depo- 
ſed, and when, and how far their SubjeQs ſhall be free to 
Vide Addit, make head againſt them ; and upon occaſion not onely to 
waging depoſe, but to kill them. There he actually determined 
tum 5n Edie, Of the Rights. to the Empire in the Cauſe depending be- 
Labb, tween Otho and Frederick; and there he gave away the E- 
ſtate, Lands and Poſleſſions of Rarmundus Count of Tholouz 
to Simon Mountford. 
And as he dealt with Princes, ſo he did with. private 
Perſons ; for there be adjudged the Eſtates of all Perſons to 
be liable to forfeiture, and confiſcation, upon ſuch faults 
committed ; and not onely theirs, but thoſe of their Abet- 


tors, Harbourers, or Receivers of them ; as appears not 
onely 
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onely in the Council, but in the Decretals, 1b. 5, #t. 7. 
cap. 13- All this he did, and it will be no wonder that 
be did' all this, if we conſider how much his mind 
was elevated by his victory over Xing John; and to 
what a degree of pride and haughtineſs he was grown ; 
indetd it was ſo much, that no words can expreſs it, 
except his own : And whoever conſults that remar- 1s Bib/iothecs 
kable Refers of his to Xing John, and his Heirs, yy = 
wherein he ſets down his 7itle to England, in perpetuam a, Fee hs 
rei memoriam ; may ſee a ſufficient foundation to ex- E. i. 
_ all the reſt of thoſe Actions which inſued after- 
wards. 

This may be faid of him, that he was ſo far juſt, that 
he was not partial to any, but he treated all alike ; for as 
he trampled upon Princes, and Laity ; ſo he moſt tyran- 
nically, and inſolently tregted the Clergy too. For in 
the Year 1216. S. we ſee 1n the COnny de _— , Chronics FA 
Pag. 194. Oxford Edition ; we have a ſtrange complaint Mailros, p.194. 
of the Religious againſt him, that he went beyond all pes 
Rule and Order, Law and Canon. Tnauditam & inufita- 
.tam Dominus I apa Legato conceſſerat autoritatem, faciendi 
videlicet, ut ita dicam, quicquid animo ipfinus ſederet ; in 
Clero, & Populo per Angliam, Scotiam, & Wales, conſti- 
tuto, tranſponend; & deponendi, & alios ponendi, ſuſpen- / 
dendi, & excommunicandi, & abſolvendi, Epiſcopos & A4b- 
bates, & alios Ecclefarum Prelatos, & Clericos. This I 
preſume: made Matthew Paris give him that Character, 
f- 245. asa thing well known by the experience of Prince 
and People; Noverat Rex, & multiplici didicerat ir 14 
entil, quod Papa ſuper omnes mortales ambitioſus erat, & ſu- 
perbus, pecunizque ſititor inſatiabilis, © ad omnia ſcelera 
pro premits dats, vel promiſſis cereus & procliv. 

Now ſuch a Man, as this is, wants a great deal of ad- 
vantage, which another in kis place might have had, in 
order to the giving credit or authority to his Actions : 
And if a Council under him be intirely inſlaved to him, 

an 
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and ſo much at his diſpofe, that it does not ap pear to po- 
ſterity that any'one man init, did upon the place ſpeak a 
word either fax*or againft the preſumed As of it ; and if 
yet it beat leaſt probable, that all'thoſe As were' not 
Conciliarily paft, brit mere Propofitions of the Pope ;him- 
felf ; without any conſent, approbation, or regular deter- 
, mination { the Council, f think no man living can Jook 
upon Himfelf ax concluded by them, or under att obligation 
But an Exgliſh-man muſt have an inward reluctancy and 
abhorrence ro ſee his Fazth increafed, and his Creed inlar- 
ged; and himſelf put into a new anger of being adjudged 
a Hetetith, by a cight and trick of that Man, who with 
intolerable pride and inſolence trampled upon the Crown 
and Dignity of a KXirg of England; and as ſoon as he had 
done that,. with an unheard-of confidence challenges to 
make Laws about Kingdoms, Eſtates, and Patrimonies, 
wherein he ſubjefs them to forfeiture and confiſcation up- 
on the accompt of Hereſie. And at the ſame time he ſlurs 
ina word to a pretended Canon, that requires a Doctrine 
to be believed againſt all ſenſe and reaſon, and ſuch as 
will indanger all men that are willing to act rationally, 
and diſcreetly, according to their beſt wits that God hath 
given them, to be adjudged and condemned for Zereticks. 
This certainly muſt appear hard to Eng/iſh-men to have 
their Eſtates brought into ſuch perils and hazards, eſpe- 
cially ſince they learn from one of their own Countrey, 
Mat. Paris, who was a Monk, and fo bound to great re- 
gards for a Pope; and wrote in the Year 1254. that this 
Innocent was not onely intolerably ambitious, but infi- 
nitely covetous, and ſo may be preſumed really to deſign 
and aim at forfeitures, and not near ſo much to regard 
the clearing and ſetling the Chriſtian Faith, as to make a 
gin'and a trap to catch People, and ſeiſe upon their E- 
ſtates under the name of Fereticts : He that obſerves how 
faeakingly that Word comes into the firſt Capitulum of the 
reputed 
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reptted- Lateran Council, may cafily perſuade-himſelf of 
the likelihood of ſome of theſe thoughts. And if any one 
ſhall rub up his memory, and add to- theſe the fineneſs, 
and great management of , Rome , when they made. the 
Canons of the Sardican Council to paſs in the World under 
the name of the Nxexe ; And in oppoſition toa plain ma- 
nifeſt diſcovery of the Errour, yet to this day to bear up 
ſo high, as to challenge ſome great Authority unto them ; 
whereas in their own.nature they can deſerve but: very lit- 
tle, bcipg made by the broken remains of a.Conncil,” when, 
the eft numbers were gone, and none. remained, but - 
the faſt Friends and Dependants upon Rome : And to this 
let him add the Remarks that Father Paul gives upon the 
firſt 4 of the, Council of Zrent,. wherem,thoſe, words, 
Proponentibus Legatis,, were ſa.cloſely couched, and, fo. ſu- 
pinely paſſed, that few heard them, .and fewer apprehen- 
ded the conſequences of them, yet all the inſuing Deter- 
minations of that Council were intirely guided and gover- 
ned, by. the fatal Powers of them. _ Xn RE 
He that thinks of theſe, and many other ſach like things, 
may apprehend; that there, is. fuch a thing: as art and 
ſleight in the World : and if hedoes that, he will not be 
over forward to- give any extraordinary Authority to ſuch 
a Lateran Couxcal, .intirgly .governed', by fach a Man, as 
Pope Innocent 1II. , eſpecially. in ſuch a Doatrine, which it 
ſelf durſt ſcarcely ſpeak out, but impoſeth upon you in it, 
by giving you onely one Word, and that a barbarous one, 
in all the preſumed As of it. And thar comes in, as it 
were, by ſurprize, and moſt amazing, without any deli- - 
beration, or conſultation ; but . you have it there, before 
you in the reading of it can. be aware; and. perhaps too 
before the Fathers, who were convened in that Council, 
themſelves could be. | 
Theſe Conſiderations I think ſufficient to perſuade any 
man to think himſelf under no great.obligation to believe 
T ranſubſtant iation by virtue of the Authority of this Council, 
and 
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and 1 preſume it will leaſt of all affect the Faith of an 
Engliſh-man. 

I thall onely add one thing more concerning this Late- 


. ran Council, which ſome perhaps may think worthy of a 
remark ; and that is this : , 


Addit.ad This Lateran Council was not onely famous for »tv 
Concil. Latere Dottrine, but new Do#ours. For here we find not onely 


Edie. Labb, Tranſub/tantiation, but St. Dominick. He was at this Coun- 
ci; And he and that Dofqtrine were in one and the ſame 
condition there, in a like obſcurity ; ſomething ggrhaps, 
but not mich taken notice of ; but he and that went on 
fronr thence ' to be moſt conſpicuous and remarkable : 
They for ſome time after. gave the great noiſe and talk to 
the World ; - whereever Tranſubſtantiation came , the Fa- 
thers of the Taquiſition, who were the Order of Domini- 
cans, ſoon followed after ; and thoſe Perſons that were 
not ſubdued under the power of that Dofrine, were ſuffi- 
ciently awed by the Terrour of theſe Fathers. For where- 
as the Senſes of Men were obſtinate and refraQtary againſt 
their efpouſed DofAtrine ; thoſe Men made uſe of one Senſe 
to oppoſe all the reſt; for by Rods, and Scourges, and 
Burnings, they ſo affected the Senſe of feeling, that this 
m a moſt compendious way ſtilled and filenced all the 0- 
thers. Thus Tranſubſtantiation grew great ; And he that 
would argue for it from the Authority of the Laterax 
Council, does bur trifle ; it is, and muſt, and can be no 
otherwiſe prevalent, than by the Authority of theſe Do- 

. minican Fathers. 

The Order of theſe was confirmed the year after this 
Lateras Council, and that by Junocent INT. Thus effetually 
did this Pope doe his buſineſs, when he made a new Doc- 
trine, and n new Law, he provided a new Order of Men, 
and a new Ofice to promote it ; and 1t is no wonder if by 
ſo doing he brought a new face of Chriſtianity into the 

Briet. Annales WOTld : This Monfienr Briet ſays in his Amnals in his re- 

in An.1216, Mark upon the Order of Dominicans and the Franciſcans, 

An. 1216. 
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An. 1216. Aliam Chriſtiqnitati faciem induxit. And Tea» 
ſily believe him, that the Chriſt:anity; which began to ap- 
pear, -and was moſt yiſible in the World ſqpn, atter.this 
Lateran Council, was as different from the Primitzve Chri- 
ſtianity , as St. Dominick was diſtant, in time; fram, St. Pe- 
ter ; or as his Rules were different from thoſe in St. Peter's 
Epiſtles. 
Now I have done with, our Authour's Allegations from 
Councils. And here according. to allo nth be 
tempted to talk a little of victory, and; tell my Reader 
what I think I have done. But here T anf ſtopped, for - 
our Authour.has poſleſt himſelf of this Poſt : He has given 
us in the. next Paragraph, p. 21. ſuch a Jargon of words 
that are defigged to. ſpeak a victory, but moſt certainly 
ſhew an intolerable vanity; that T cannot imitate him. 

For after he had refleted upon his doughty performan- . 
ces; How he had found the Pope's Supremacy in the Coun- 
cil of Chalcedon : and the Books called Apocrypha, put in- 
to a Higher rank than we place them, as he thought by 
the C3uncil of Carthage; And the unbloudy Sacrifice decreed 
by the ninth Council of the Apoſiles ; And the adoration of 
Images eſtabliſhed in the ſecond Council at Nice, with the 
general concurrences of Ancient Fathers; And Tranſubſtan- 
tiation owned and confirmed by 1300 Fathers in the great 
Lateran Council; and he might as well have faid 13000, 
' and all to like purpoſe ; whillit never a man among(t them 
ſpake one word, cither to prove, or diſprove, or approve 
that, or any other Doctrine in the Council, asfar as it appears. 
And after that he had remarked, that all theſe Dottrznes, 
and I preſume he means the Lateran Council too, were 
brought into England by Auguſtine the Monk, which Coun- 
cil was not in being till more than /rx hundr@ years were 
paſt after the death of Auguſtine. | 

When, 1 ſay, our Authour had ſeen that he had done all 
this, he ſmiled, and cockt his Beaver, and admired his 
Atchievements, and then forthwith ſpeaks his glories in 

| thelc 


0 $46 
theſe words, which f wilt ſet down-here i= perpetiam rei 
memoriam, that all ſuch Conquerots, ' as he'is; ' may never * 
want words whetein to exptels thelr glories, or their fol- 
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lies : This he fays. rc: Weoroghd 7 TE ny 

P. 21, Indeed * Fathers, when 7 had diligently examin'd this 
truth, 'andl found it moſt evident ; beyord the poſſibility of 
any juſt, or reaſenable contradittion ; 1 was much ſcandaliz'd 
at the difingenuity, of your Writers ; who whilſt ao « accuſe 
others of fallacy, impoſtute; and impudence, dare advance ſo 
great, and demonitrable a falſhood in matter of fat, that 
nothing but ignorance can excuſe them ; ſo they expoſe them- 
ſelves to the greateſt cenſure of raſhneſs and indiſcretion, as 
ancharitable, - and. unjuſt to thoſe whom they call their Ene- 
mies, as alſo unſafe, and abuſing the credulity of their | 
Friends. | | 

I admired to ſee theſe words in this place, and am yet 

puzzled to think, what could juſt now inſpire him with all 
this puffineſs ; He knew that he had never read ane of 
theſe Councils; and that he had tranſcribed from others, 
without skill, or care : and he could not but know that 
ſome of his AZegations are moſt trite, and common, and 
anſwer'd moſt ſully, and largely, by numberleſs numbers. 
Why then does he ſeem here thus to admire his As, and 
put down ſuch an extravagant rant ? I cannot but think 
that the ſpirit of his old Friends, Nailor and Mugg/eton, 
came in to his aſſiſtence at the Writing of this. ark 
it is a Flower borrowed from ſome of that ſort of Perſons, 
to adorn and imbelliſh a Book. It is here, I am ſure, out 
of its place ; altogether groundleſs, and ſenſeleſs ; and 
gives us one Argument more of the mighty powers of 
Face; and what great expeCtances there are from it; I 
do much believe that our A«thour may hope ſor more ſuc- 
ceſs from that one Paragraph, than trom all his Allegations 
out of Councils, 


Our 
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Our Authour in the next Paragra pb tells us he deſ igns 
to be brief, and therefore laying alide other Controver- 
ſies, he will inſt onely upon two,. and they are theſe, 

L The Authority = lafellibifuy. of the Reman Catho- 
lick Church. 

II, The Doftrine of 7 -ldbentiatlen 

The Firſt of thele I ſhall conſider, and legye the Second 
to others, , who. both have, and will ive full fatisfaQtion, 

in that Paint; if he were but. ca receiving it. And I 
hr , have g-yen him-marethan he can anſwer in the 


Reflexions upon the Lateran Council. 


: 1, The MNIIARY Infallikbulity of the Roman Catho- 
| lick C bur ch : T1 "Wo ms takes t0 confider how far it may 
bear, and appear reajand 4e £0 an. impartial Reader. Thele 
words are.ngt. worth the notice, but that they tempr out 
a title ſuſpicion; FR F#9 2 are here ſet for a.reſerve, in 
_ ſe pe oppolition ab fag, FL: gag. ral Fruly Jo may, 
at .there.,is,not roof, ether | of the ſupreme 
| Fes At MN R bility 4 the Komas Church i 1a all this 
Diſcourſe ; Qur. Authour may reply that he never under- 
took to give it : All that he engaged far was appearances, 
and that. he ,bas Ped, OP uling he wards oft ; 
tumbling'and follgs, Hay-mal pahear :MowWn 
Graſs ; .one while REED is. PRE gf, and Joo aſter 
 Iafalkbility ; genes mult lead in alli lity, ang Io- 
fallibility muſt vindicate Authority ; but where cither of 
theſe is to be found, the Man, neit] er pr, » DOC KOO; 
and plainly ſays, that he'is nat.concerge, | whether 
be any ſuch thing as, pIofalloy ility or no : 7 2.4. he as; 
Were there no Infallibility ( as 1 believe there ts) 1 would 
ſtill ſuImit my Reaſon, and regulate my Conſe ſſcience, accor- 
ding ro the — of the ſupreme, lawfull Eccleſiaſtical Au- 
PR 4a - Thi uw my belief, pray blame me not. All this 1s 
nothing elſe but appearances ; for neither is the Church of 
England, nor the Church of Rowe concerned in his belief, 
L-3 or 
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or his fancy, or his opinion, for theſe may be wiſe, or 
may be fooliſh ; may be well, or may be ill grounded. 
But yer it is admirable: to ſee what-great command he has 
over his Reaſon and his Conſcience,that hecan make them turn 
which way he pleaſes; and if he does but ſuppoſe a Supreme 
lawfull Authority to be in Ebion, or Cerinthus, Nailor, or 
Muggleton,- or the Church of Rome ; He can be a'Convert to 
any of them; 'to day to this, and to morrow to the quite 


contrary ;' and that with as much reaſon, and ts good confet- 


ence, to the one,” as to the other : For which way foever 
he turns, he may ſtill ſay, ths s my belief, pray blame 
— bg ONT BE 
His laſt Converſion was, to the Church of Rome, 'and he 
intimates that he'changed upon this belief, that there'was 
a Supreme lawful Ecclefraftical Authority to be found there : 


- bur he has- not the leaſt reaſon to prove it ; though it 


muſt be confeſt that he has ſome appearances; which 
will impartially conſider in their order. DES” 

1. Hepives us ſome Citations from Proteſtants, Os 2, 
2:3. from Luther one, and from Mel/anthon another, (whom 
he calls the Phenix of Learning ; a fine word, 1 wonder 
from whence he borrowed it) another from Somarfius, or 
Salmafius ; Another he would give from Grotzus ; but what 


1t 15, 'he has forgot, he thinks it is ſomewhere in his Amnno- 


tations upon the New Teſtament. And then, to make weight, 
he throws in the Names of Facob Cartwright, Haſs, and 
| Beza, And from hence he argues in theſe words ; Theſe 
eminent Proteſtants were men of great learning ; and they 
had ſearcht, and underſtood Scripture, and Hiſtory, and: 
my judgment concurs with theirs in this point ( as 1 Sn 

it doth) then have I found that lawfull Supreme Authority. 
Now theſe. are dangerous words from the mouth of a 
new Convert; it is well for him that he is not now in 
Spain ; for if he ſhould make ſuch a declaration rhere, 
That his judgment concurs with the judgment of Luther, 
Melanithon, Hufs, and Beza, in the Point of the Pope's 
Supremacy, 


(6) 
Supremacy, or the Supremacy of the Church of Rome ; he 
might perhaps be in danger 'of the ngquifttion. ' All the ) 
World knows the judgment-'of thoſe'men in this point; 
and if he were before the Fathers of the Inquifttion, they 
would not be put off with a ſmall Citation found they 
know not where ; and perhaps inſerted by they know not 
whom : He had done much better to have miſlruſled his 
Copy, than to depend upon ſuch an Allegation. 
Sure Tam, that if he made any uſe of thoſe mens judg- 
ments, or laid any great ſtreſs upon the words, which he 
cites under their Names, in his ſearch or preſumed diſco- 
very of a Supreme Authority of the Church of Rome; he 
uſed'both his Reaſon and his Conſcience. very hardly. 
It is certain that Luther did ſpeak variouſly of the Pope's . 
Power ; ſometimes higher and ſometimes lower, as appears | 
to any one that reads either his Works, or Caſſander's Ci- 
tations from him : And as to Melanithon the Phenix of 
— I am not concerned to ſearch what he wrote to 
the Cardinal Belay, And it may be, I am civil in doing | 
it. He was a Wit that once charged it as an incivility | 
upon his Acquaintance, that he ſhould take ſo much pains | 
to prove him a Lyar. It is certain-that Mel/anthon in his i 
Loci Communes, Where he treats profeſſedly upon this Sub- 8 
je, declares fully and roundly againft all this. that is ci- "A 
ted from hitn : And therefore I preſume that his judgment 
does not concur with Melanithox's ; for if it does, he is no | 
new Convert ; for he has found nothing that can call for a | 
ſubmiſſion of Reaſon, and Conſcience : nothing like to that _ | 
Authority and Infallibility ot the Roman Catholick Church, . | 
which a ew Convert is bound to defend. ; | 
But becauſe our Authour, in defence of the Authority , | 
and [rfallibility of the Roman Charch, has given ſuch Cita» 
tions trom Proteſtants, I'll indeavour to requite him by 
one from a very good Roman Catholick ; and that is Caf» 
ſander. He in his Book, de Officio pii bomins, peaks to 


- this purpoſe ; That there are ſome, who becauſe they ſee yet 
Yematrning,. 
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remaining amongſt them not a few things, that have deſcen- 
ded down from Antiquity, or the firſt Chriſtians, will keep 
up the preſent flate of the Church juſt as it is; though it be 
corrupt, and foully ſtained by abuſes, that have crept in by 
little and little. Nor will they ſuffer any thing to be alter 'd, 

. though it may be done agreeable enough to the 

_ quan ©. nowns Decrees or Canoxs of the Ancients. The Roman 

ES ind : ejuſque Biſhop, whom we call P ope, they make little leſs 

Autoritatem non modo ſupra thay God, They ſet up his Authority wot onely 

fs boreg ers rc *. over the whole Church, but over the holy Scrig- © 

ferunt, © ſententiamejus Di- ture it ſelf ; and make his determination equal 
wy _ me _—_ to the Divine Oracles, and no leſs than an in- 

TE : hos OE ds cur fallible rule of faith. I ſee no canſe but that 

minus P/eudocatholicos 69 Pa- you may ve t0 theſe the name of falſe Catho- 

piſs appelere poſs. licks and Papiſts. 

Thus ſaid that good man concerning the Sticklers far 
Roman Authority, and Jvfa/libility ; and that in a time 
when he contended moſt earnelily to bring in peace, and 
good temper -amongft (Chriſtians ; and had endeavoured 
paſſionately to perſuade men to lay aſide ill Language, and 
odious Names, ſuch as one Party threw at another ; all 
which he. ſays. were caſt »p out of Zell: ſuch as theſe ; 
Papiſts, Antichriſtians, Miniſters of Satan ; and on the 0- 
ther ſide, Hereticks, Schiſmaticks, Apoſtates. Though he 
heartily wiſh'd theſe Names out of the World, yet he could 
be content that two or three of them were always ready 
to be thrown in:the teeth of ſuch Perſons as our Authour 
woulct ſeem to. be. - 

This 'remark -I give to ſhew our Authour that I do not 
ſet down the Sayings and Opinions of others, without 
conſidering firſt what weight and {ſtreſs is to be laid upon 
them. 

For I muſt conſeſs that it is to me a ſcandal and matter 
of oftence to. find this Set of Authorities, which our Authour 
uſes, in the ſame order, and in the ſame words, in ano- 
ther late Book intitled Pax wobis; this ſeems to ſpeak _ 

tne 
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the Authours of both theſe tranſcribed, and never conſidered 
what force was in their Citations. Is this fair dealing with a 
Man's own Conſcience, or with his Readers ? when he is 
weighing of Religions, and offering motives of Reconci- 


liation, either to himſelf, or to others; to at thus ſu- 


pinely 2 This is worſe than to take a journey to Edinburgh 
upon the next Hackney, and never conſider wherher he be 
a Jade or no. A journey to Heaven is long, . to be ſure of 
greateſt importance ; He that takes up a new Religidn to 
carry him thither, had need uſe eyes, and ears, and hearr, 


and head too; St. Paul had reaſon when he adviſed us to 


work out out Salvation with fear and trembling; but all men 
will not doe this: they are in too much hate. 

They that take ſatisfaftion without reaſon, and in ſpite 
of reaſon change their __ cannot at with that cau- 
tion which the great Apoſtle requires. 

If Iam not much out in my gueſs (which I muſt leave 
to the Reader's judgment, when he has compared this Set 
of Citations with thoſe in Pax wobis, Pag. 70, 71.) we 
have here one of the moſt wretched Pleas that ever was 
uſed by a Writer, It is not more than this. I have met 
with ſome ſayings of Men, whom I care not for ; when 
or where, or to what end they were ſpoken, I never con- 
ſidered ; nor yet whether upon ſecond thoughts they did 


not retract them ; my judgment concurs with them, there- - 


fore I have found that lawfull Supreme Authority I ſearched 
for ; and where this Authority is, there is Infallibility. 

That is the firſt Motive to perſuade that the Roman Ca- 
tholick Church has Supreme Authority over all, and Infal- 
libility in the exerciſe of it. 

He ſhould now procced to a ſecond. 

But inſtead of that we have, Pag. 24, 25, 26, 27. a 
diſcourſe upon a new Subject ; ſo far 1s our Authour from 
making theſe Dofrines to appear reaſonable, that for 1o 
long together he'll een let them ſhift tor themſelves : his 
prelent buſineſs is to talk, and talk he will of Separation, 

or 
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2 64 ) 
or how the Church of Rome can be ſaid to have ſeparated 
cither from her ſelf, or from the Catholick Church, ei- 
ther whole, or part; and where that whole or part re- 
mained from whence the Church of Rome ſeparated 2 and 
then again where. ſhe remained, and where ſhe may. be 
found ; and here he is. urgent .and-importunate, and will 
have'an anſwer, and that from the Biſhops themſelves ; 
for he comes up cloſely to the beards of them, and tells 
them, 7 good faith, Fathers, my Salvation is highly cou- 
cern'd in this queſtion, and 1 muſt be ſatisfied. He prevents 
them ſrom giving ſuch and ſuch anſwers, and ſwaggers it 
bravely out in theſe words. 7/7 ſooner ſuffer my ſelf to be 
knockt down with a true Proteſtant Flayl, than with ſuch a 
Proteſtant Anſwer ; and at lalt he adds, ,from this reaſona- 
ble and important requeſt, you ſhall never beat me whilſt T, 
live. | 
The Man grows warm, and it is well for ſome, that 
they are out of his way ; who knows what he may doe? 
The occaſion of all this noiſe and clamour he gives us, 
in the 24th Page, in theſe words ; Tos had often told me, 
that She (the Church of Rome) had fallen from her primi- 
tive purity, and ſeparated her ſelf from the one holy Catho- 
lick and Apoſtolick Church. Anſwer to Proteſtant Queries, 
p. 10. declared alſo to be Antichriſtian ; and the true Church 
latent and inviſible, by that famous Napper to King James, 


| Brocard, Fulk, Sebaſt. Francus, Hoſpinian, and many others. 


Now what is all this to the Biſhops of the Church of 
England 2 muſt they anſwer for every thing that has been 
ſaid by Fulk, and Brecard, and Napper, or as you call 
him, that famous Napper 2 I pray how famous is he? has 
any of the Biſhops ot Exg/ard cited him theſe forty years ? 
docs any of this Church reade him, or depend upon him 2 
if your t}udics have been upon ſuch Authours, the Church 


_ of Rome have no great prize of you; and thele Morives, 


as bad as they are, were good enough to make you a 
Convert, 


But 


a). 


But yet there remains orie Expre 


ſſioh cited out of a lit- 
tle Bok, which it may be few of the Biſhops of England - 


ever faw ; ber yet-they muſt give an accomprt of it, and 
all the conſequehees he clit gather from it ; for he ſays, 
þ. 26. bis Salvation is hi 7 concerned in it; And it D Fl 
reaſonable and important re queſt. 

And pull ol i Ber 


| Epglard be adooinpinble' for 
every litt hey! y know-nothing of 2 would 
the Biſho of Rong think i fair, that all the im _ 
ces of our Authour ſhould be charged upon ther 


tainly no. 
- *But he argues, t ebat if the Church of Ro:ne ws once a 


pure and wncorrupted Church, ſhe remains ſo ſtill, for ſhe 
can neither ſeparate: from her ſelf,” nor from the Catholick 


Church, . 

Now if this Argument be good, he himfelf is bound to 
anſwer for all the confequences that can come from a pre- 
ſumed feparation, either from it ſelf, or fromthe Catho- 
liek Church ; for we have oft proved, and are always 
ready »to prove that the Church of Rome is not the (: 
as to purity and incorruption, which it was. It is _ 
it is altered, multitudes of Innovations have overſpread it, 
and great numbers of Errours ” little and little (as Cafe 
ſander ſays) have crept in, and prevailed over it. © 

But yet for alf that, we own and affert thar there is a 
, Church of Rome, as well as a Church of Jeruſalem, Alexan- 
dria, aud Antioch, and that, though this, as well as they 
have erred, not onely i in their living, and manuer of Ceremo- 
nies, but alſo in matters of 'Faith, So ſpeaks the Church 
of Englaud in her rgth Article, And it ſhe be a Church, 
ſhe muſt be a Member of the Catholick Church, for every 
part muſt be contained in the whole. - 

None of us doubt bur thar rhe Church of Rome receives 
all the Canonical Scriptures, that we do, and has the ſame 
Creed, andthe ſame Sacraments thatwe have : And fo ſhe 


mult be a Church. But yet _ is corrupt, and foully 


ſtained, 
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(66) 
Nained, by the many additions that have been made to her 
Faith, to her Sacraments, to her Worſhip, to her Go- 
vernment, and to her primitive rule of Faith.; and all this 
in virtue of an uſurped Authority, and vainly pretended n- 
fallibility. 

All theſe things we charge upon Rome, and we think 
the Charge high enough ; and if our Authour could 
have diſtinguiſhed betwixt Errour and Schiſm, he might 
have ſpared all his impertinent Qzer/es concerning Sepa- 
ration from her ſelf, or Separation from the Catholick 
Church ; and where that Catholick Chrarch is to be found ; 
for all this is but trifling in an over eager purſuit of Con- 
ſequences from a poſlible ſenſe of a word. It Rome has 
thus erred, ſhe may be ſaid to have left, and gone from, 
or be ſeparated from that firſt, holy, Catholick and Apo- 
ſtolick Church, without the making of an open Schiſm, 
or Schiſmatical Separation. For ſeeing particular Chur- 
ches are called Catholick, as the Catholick Church in Smyr- 
na, Euſeb, lib. 4. cap.15. and the Catholick Church of A4- 
lexandria upon the accompt of their continuance jn the 
true Faith with the reſt of the Church of God, or from their 
coherence. with that Church, which was properly and 
nl rum called fo; upon which accompt Clemens Alex- 
andrinas, Stro. 7. joins thoſe two words together, Tlu 22- 
yalay #, Kel *Exxannzy, the Ancient and Catholick 
Church. So far then as any Church now in being ſhall de- 
part from the Doctrine of that Ancient Catholick Church, 
and profeſs great and many Errours, and broach new 
Doftrines unknown to the Primitive Churches, and lay 
mighty ſtreſſes upon them, ſo as to make them neceſſary 
for Communion here, and to Salvation hereafter : Such a 
Church may be faid to depart or ſeparate it ſelf, from that 
ancient, one, holy, Catholick, and Apoſtolick Church. 

And now our Authour may have that fatisfattion, which 
he ſays he muſt have, and I agree with him that his Sal- 
vation is highly concerned in it. He would know where 
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(67). 
that Catholick Church, from which ſhe (Rome) ſeparated, 
remained, and where ſhe may be found ; I am ſorry he 
knows it not, but he-may eaſily be taught that the was, 
and is in Heaven. ' | 

There are all the glorious Company of the Apoſtles, the 
goodly fellowſhip of the Prophets, the noble Army of Mar- 
tyrs; There are all the Servants and Saints of Jeſus Chrift, 
who have lived and died in the true faith of him ; and 
thither all the faithfull Members of the true, holy Catho- 
lick Church now living, hope by the grace of Jeſus Chrift, 
in the methods of the Goſpel, by keeping cloſe to the Faith 
that was once delivered to the Saints, 1n their due times to 
come, and be received into that moſt happy and everlaſting 
Communion. Zhi is my opinion, and for once I will pray 
our Authour not to blame me for it. ; 

I know he may bring againſt me Supreme lawfull Au- 
thority, in the name of Pope Fohn XXII. who really de- 
ſigned, and heartily indeavoured ta make the contraty 
Dodrine to paſs for an Article of Faith; and if he had 1i- 
ved a little longer, would have declared ex Cathedra, that 
the Souls of the Saints do not come to bliſs and happineſs 
untill the general Reſurreftion. I beſeech him not to 
meddle with this ; bur if he does, I'll promiſe to defend 
my Opinion from Scripture, and Fathers, and Councils, 
and doubt not by my little Reaſon ſufficiently to repell 
| him and his Authority too. - | | 

But if he can think with me, that the Members of the 
firſt Churches, the. holy Apoſtles and bleſſed Servants of 
our Lord, are in bliſs and happineſs, and is willing to find 
. them, and be wita them ; He ought:then to think again 

of the change of his Religion, and of this accompt that he 
has given-ot the Motives to it ; for if he ſeriouſly reflects 
upon his own Salvation, and is heartily; concerned for it, 
he will be aſhamed, and repent of all, his rude and un- 
ſeemly treatment of the Reverend Fathers of this Church. 


- It is not huffing and braving that ſpeaks a religious Mind ; 
K 2 IT 
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it is not ſaying, In good faith, Fathers, my Salvation is con- 
cerned in it, that ſpeaks a pious and hearty ſenſe of that 
great bleſſing of God. He that with humility and- reve- 
rence {ludies the mind and good pleaſure of his Savi- 
our, cannot rant ; where he is ignorant, deſpiſe his bet- 


ters; trample upon thoſe whom he calls Reverend Fathers: 


Such a&tjons may be agreeable to a Man that has no ſenſe 
of Salvarion, He that has thrown oft one Religion, and 
forgot to take up another ; He that can ealily ſay, and ſo 
good night to Chriſtianity, may doe this : But a Convert to 
any Sect or Party of Chriſtians (or ſuch as are willing to 
be reputed Chriſtians ) ſhould not doe it. Becauſe tuch 
aQions ſpeak a Man to be proud and ambitious, and de- 
ſigning upon this World, and ſomething worſe than I am 
willing to ſay. 

I muſt flop, onely in requital for ſome Texts of Scrip- 
ture, which, p. 25. he adviſes us to conſider : I requeſt 
him to reade theſe. Rev. 2. 5. Remember from whence thou 
art fallex, and repent, and doe the firſt works. Eph. 4. x4. 
That we 67> nol be no more Children, toſſed to and fro, 
and carried about with every wind of Dottrine, by the fleight 
of men, and cunning craftineſs, whereby they lie in wait to 
deceive. 2 Cor. 2.17. We are not as many, which corrupt 
the word of God ; but as of fincerity, but as of God, -in the 
fight of God ſpeak we in Chriſt, Our Authour goes on, p.27. 
But I muſt not follow him in all his Imperrinencies, I 
thall ſpeak of Auguſtine the Monk afterwards. And ſhall 
at preient onely teach him one-thing, which he there ſays 
he does not- underſtand. And that he gives us in theſe 
words. How you ſhould riſe a pure Church after you had 
been buried ſo many hundred years ina corrupt Church, I do 
not eafily underſtand. 

Thus he fays, but yet certainly he may underſtand it ; 
for the ſame way that I adviſe him to take, that he may 
become a good man, was taken by our Predeceſſours, and 
by virtue of that proceeding they ceaſed to be a corrupt 

Church, 
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Church, and became a pure one; and that was by re- 
membring from whence they were. fallen, and by repen- 
tance, and by reformation; they ſaw- the. Errours which 
Rome had. taught, and proudly impoſed. they were ſorry 
to have been ſo long abuſed ; they withdrew themſelves 
from ſlavery, and knockt' oft the chains and fetters, that 
an unjuſt Power had laid upon them ; they ſtudied and 
learnt their true Rites and Liberties, their duties to God, 
and to their Saviour, -and t6 their Princes. and when, they 
knew theſe, they practiſed them. - And-ſo they did their 
fritwarks; that which Chrift and his Apoſtles taught, and 
ſo became a pure Church, 1.7369-wor ih | 

This wes then done, but ſyuch|an anfwerss this will not 
fatisfy our Authoxr; for be inquires in:the next. Paragraph 
by what Authority this could \be'dones and. would not 
have us to pretend. t9 derive Authority from: the Church of 
Rome, when ſhe was in her purity and perfettion. 

Now this is- wonderfully wiſe, \to.inquire by what Aux 
thority. we. preſume;to obey God, to amind our. ways, ta. 
throw off Errours, to follow Truth. | 

Let him be afſured, that we ſhall not pretend to have 
derived Authority from Rome, neither in- her :corrup- 
tion, /nor in'her. purity to. doe this. And-our Authour in 
the next Paragraph owns that we need. not, jn-caſe the,one 
be an Errour, and-the other be a Truth. But he adds, we 
are now. ſeeking for that Authority which ſhall declare this 
Truth, and ſet forth this Error. hs 

Now this is honeſtly ſaid, that he:is ſeeking for that Au- 
thority, 1 am ſure:he has made nodiſcovery-of ir as yer. 
He undertook, pag; 21, 22. to ſhew that and the Infalli- 
| bility of the Church of Rome ; and has tglkt out eight Pa- 
ges, and has not given us the leaſt Argymeat for either of 
them, now, the ſay s; he is /cetingfor 16 ; and he may ſeek 
all his days at this rate ; for he-tecks, juſt as one did for 
the Hare, in the top of the Steeple, | 
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If there were any ſuch Authority and Infallibility as he 
pretends, it muſt be as apparent, and as viſible, as the 
Church it ſelf, there would need no long ſeeking tor it. 

He muſt be blind, or fool, or mad, that did not ſee it, 
or know it. 

[ rather think that our Authour is ſeeking for Argu- 
ments to prove it; and in this he is unhappy, for he finds 
none. -* Boas 

But 'Pag. 28, 29, 30. he endeavours for.one, and that is 
to this purpoſe ; that" there are Errours and Hereſies in the 
World. "He tells us of Socinians, 'of Luther, and Catvin, 
and Beza, and I know not how many more of late days. 
And from'thence, / p:'40; he taiks in theſe words; Fathers, 
if theſe inſtances be not ſufficient to require a Supreme Judge 
to determine the right Faith, and ſilence the wroug, then, and 
then, and I know not what ; but at laſt, zher pray excuſe 
me, if my reaſon, and piety, and the reverent notion which [ 
have of a Fuſt God, and a _—— Saviour, totally force 
my Judgment, and Conſcience to diſſent from you in this par- 
ticular. | 

Now this is no Argument, that there is ſuch an Au- 
thority in the Church, (either Eaſtern or Weſtern, Romax 
or Grectan) but a wheedling Diſcourſe to perſuade weak 
Perſons, that there may be ſuch an one; becauſe. in our 
Authour's Opinion it would be fit or requiſite, 'or proper 
for God Almighty, in this method to direct the intereſts 
of his Church. And to bring People on to this belief, 
here is an audacious and preſumptuous intimation, that 
God would neither be-wiſe, nor good, in caſe he did it not. 

Here we beg our Authour s pardon ; we will believe 
Gcd to be wiſe, and good, and mercifull, whether he ſets 
up ſuch an Authority or no : He knows what is fit, and: 
requiſite, and proper, much better than ſuch pert confi- 
dent men. He permits fins great, and moſt enormous in. 
the World, though he could as eafily give a ſtop to them 
as to Errours and Hereſies. 


There 


( (.21) 

There are Errours among(t Proteſtants, and there arc Er- 
rours amongſt Romani/ts ; and if the Temporal Authority 
did not doe more than the Spiritual, they themſelves 
would complain of. many more; than, new they do. © 

There are Errours and Herehes of late days, and there 
were ſo from the firſt beginnings of Chriſtianity, m all 
times and places ; St. Paul tells of ſome in his days, and 
Ignatius of others, and Irengus of others, and thoſe moſt 
groſs, and.-vile, and filthy. _ | | 

Now if God had made proviſion of the pretended Au- 
thority and Infallibility to give ſtop to them ; it were 
moſt improbable , if not impoſlible rhat ever theſe ſhould 
have been. S 

Their exiſtence therefore is plain argument and demon- 
ſtration, that there are no ſuch powerfull means ſet up, 
and appointed by God, to prevent, hinder, ftop, or FA 
lence them. He has done enough againit them, as he has 
done againſt all ſins; it is preſumption not to acquieſce 
in his Wiſedom, or to challenge that he muſt doe that 
which we cannot prove that he has done. 

. But our Authour leaves this, and ſays he muſt proceed, 
P. 30. and that he does, yer not to evidence the Authority 
and [nfallibility of the Roman Church by better Arguments : 
but to plead the intereſt of it, in general, from the per- 
formances of Auguſtine the Monk. 

This is an Argument that pleaſes him; he had been 
nibling at it three times before, p.18. p.2 1. p.27. There he 
intimates that this Augeſt ne firſt taught the Exg/iſh Nation 
Chriſtianity ; and that he taughr them thoſe very Doctrines 
as Chriſtian Truths which we at ths day oppoſe : He ſays, 

. 21. That all the Controverted Points, particularly, and 
; ;y name, were declargd by ſome of your ſelves to have been 
brought into England by Auguitine the Monk above a thuu- 
fond Pani pe | | | - 

e 


[ ſuppoſe he means that Ins Friend he famous Napper, or 


ſome of his Apocalyptica! Acquaintance,had declared this.But 
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Bede, /. 2. c. 2. 


"Tas 
 - 
aſter all,he comes to treat more cloſely upon this Argutnent, 
pag. 30, 3 32. I ſhall conſider what he ſays, and then 
give a full accompt of the whole matter. But, before [ 
begio, I muſt.complain,. (for it is a grief) that I have an 
Adverfary fo-weak, and yet fo confident. 

For thoſe two learned Men, their Mr. Creſſey\, and our 
Reverend Dean of St. Paul's have accurately conſidered and 
weighed all the particulars of this Diſpute, and made the 
beſt Crnenae of it. But the man knows nothing of thetr 
Writings. Pope Gregory he names, and Bede he names, 
but gives us not any ground to think that ever he has read 
over Bede's Hiſtory, or conſulted Pope Gregory's Epiſtles ; 
and both theſe ought to have been well ſtudied by a Wri- 
ter upon this SubjeR, if he had due regard for Triith, or 
his own Credit. 

I. Firſt, he ſays, If you tell me a Story of the Abbat of 
Bangor ; 7 anſwer, that the particular ground of it is evi- 
dently falſe and forged. Now Bede is the man that tells 
us a Story of the A4bbat of Bangor, and the numbers of 
Monks in that Abbey. And the Story, as it lies in Bede, 
"ya all the advantage to Proteſtants that they can wjſh, 

ib. 2. cap.2. And if there be ſomething addcd to that 
Story from an Ancient Record found and publiſhed by 
Sir Heury Spelman; the $kill and integrity of that excel- 
lent Perſon would perſuade an indifferent man not pre- 
ſently to damn it for a forgery ; for he was not likely, ei- 
ther to contrive one, or to be cheated with one. But be 
this what it will, the Story that Bede gives is ſufficient for _ 


' our. uſes, and that/ I hope, he will not ſay is falſe or 


forge). 

2. He ſays, that the Britains received the Chriſtian Faith 
in the Apoſtles days ; but being perſected by Romans, Pits 
and Saxons, Religion fled to the Mountains, and bordering 
parts of Wales, at the. fame time the Church of Rome was no 
leſs afflitled by the Feathen Emperours. This is groſs igno- 
rance to talk of Saxons perſecuting the Britains, and Re- 

Iigion 
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ligion flying into Wales in the time of the Heathen Empe- 
rours. Did the Man never hear of the name of Conſtantine, 
and of the names of thoſe glorious Chriſtian Emperours 
that ſucceeded him in the Eaſt and Weſt for more than 
two hundred years before the flying into Wales 2 I hope 
he will not call them perſecating Heathen Emperours, who 
brought the Empire into the Church. 

The famous Council at Nice was celebrated in the Year 
325. and the coming of the Saxons under Hengi/t into Bri- 
tain was not till the Year 450, and it was near a hundred 


years aſter that, before the Britains were diſpoileſſed of rhe 


relt of their Countrey, and forc'd to ſecure themſelves a- 
monegſt the Mountains of Wales. | 

This our Authour might ealily have known, if he had 
read Bede, but he knew it not ; therefore he adds, No 
wonder if in theſe days and circumſtances there w.us but 1:ttle 
correſpondence between Rome and Wales. 

' This now is worſe and worſe; what ! a little correſ- 
pondence between Rome and Britain, when Conſtantins 
was in Britain, and Conſtantine, and Theodofius, and Max- 
imus, and the moſt of the chief Roman Commanders, in 
their diſtin times. What ! little correſpondence between 
them ; though three of the Britiſh Biſhops were at the 
Cowuncil of Arles ; and as many very probably at Nzce ; 
and as many certainly at the Council of Ariminum ; and 
of Sardica, Did this Man never hear of the names of Pe- 
lagzus, and Celeſtius ; or of Palladius, and Patricius, and 
hundreds of others who, came from Rome to Britain, or 
went from Britain to Rome in all this long tract of time ? 

I would be willing to think that I miitake a little, ra- 
ther than judge that he miſtakes ſo groſly. 

But he will not allow it, for he will have all the World 
to ſee how ignorant he is : He adds to this theſe words ; 
But when the Church (brought from her ſubterraneous refw- 
ges, and ſet upon a Hill) began to enlarge ber ſelf, and pro- 
Pagate the Goſpel, Gregory the Great ſent Augulline re 
bg. - | | * Mon 
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Monk into England to ſee how matters went there in this long 
interval of filence. | 

Certainly he does think that Gregory the Great was the 
firſt Roman Biſhop that ever ſaw good days; and that all 
his Predeceſſours were under the perſecuting Fleathen Em- 
perours; for now he ſays that the Church was brought frons 
her ſubterraneous refuges, and now ſhe was ſet upon the Hill, 
and now began to enlarge her ſelf. T wonder where he 
learnt this, I hope it was from his Friend he famous Nap- 
per. What is become of two and thirty Biſhops of Rome, 
ſo many there were between Sy/vefter (who is faid to have 
baptized the Emperour Conſtantine ) and this Gregory the 
Great, did they all ſleep? did they doe nothing for the 
Church, that fc muſt be faid now to inlarge her ſelf > 
There was near three hundred years paſt from Conſtantine's 
poſſeſſion of the Empire, to this miſſion of Augs/tine the 
Monk ; and was the Church all that time in ſabterraxeous 


refuges ? 

Where were theſe ſubterraneous refuges, from whence 
the Church came 2 and where was the Hill, n which 
the Church was ſet, in this Gregory's days ? I know that 
Fohn of Conſtantinople was then moſt ambitious, and in- 
deavoured to mount up his Seat to higher power and dig- 
nity, than that of Rome it felf, He challenged all the 
proud Titles that the Popes afterwards uſurpt ; and de- 
ſigned to ſet his Church «pon the Z71i. But Gregory the 
Firſt wrote againſt him, 'and charged him with pride and 
arrogancy ; and faid plainly, that whatever Biſhop (whe- 
ther Roman or Conſtantinopolitan) ſhould aſſume thoſe 7;- 
tles, he would be Antichriſtian, or at leaſt the Forerunner 
of Antichriſt. It is certain that Gregory the Great was con- 
rent to keep things as he found them ; he did not ſet the 
Church upon a Hill, or inlarge its power. The Romaniſts 
can ſcarce pardon him for the great ſubmiſſion and defe- 
rence which he yielded to the Emperour, and the large ex- 
preſſions which he uſed in his Conteſt againſt John of Cor 

Fantinople ; 


(75) 
flantinople ; for the Proteſtants ſlrongly argue from them 
againſt the pretences of the Popes themſelves, 

But our Axthour adds, that Gregory ſent Augultine the 
Monk into England to ſee how matters went here in this long 
interval of filence. 

He ſeems to think that Auguſtine came as a Spy, or to 
make a diſcovery of an unknown Land; but ia this he is 
like himſelf, {till miſtaken. ; 

For Gregory knew how matters went here ; He knew 
that Bertha, Queen to King Ethelbert, was a Chriſtian ; 
and that Luidhardus, Biſhop of Senlis, was her Chaplain ; 
and that he performed to her, and her Attendants, all 
Chriſtian Offices in the Church of St. Martin's, near Cax- Bede, /ib. i. 
terbury, which was formerly built by the Romans. 6p. 26 

And Gregory himſelf fays in a Letter, which he ſent by 
this Augu/tine to the King of France, and was delivered by 
him in his paſſage hither, That the Eng/ifþb Nation were 
deſirous to become Chriſtians. His words are thele ; 

Pervenit ad nos, Anglorum gentem ad fidem Chriſtianam Greg. Epiſt. 
deſideranter welle convert, ed Sacerdores veſtros & vicing (i9 3+ Ep. 58. 
negligere, & defideria eorum ceſſare ſud adhortatione ſuc- 
cendere. Ob hoc igitur Auguſtinum Servam Dei preſen- 
tium portitorem, cujus zelus & ſtudium bent nobis eſt cogui- 
tum, cum aliis ſerv Dei previdimus illuc dirigendum. (ui> 
bus etiam injunximus, ut aliquos ſecum & viciuo debeant Preſ- 
byteros ducere, cum quibus eorum poſſint mentes agnoſcere, 
voluntatem admonitione ſui, quantum Deus donauerit adju- 
vare ; and to the ſame purpoſe he writes in the next E- 
piſtle. * 

If our Autvour had ſeen this, he would not have ſaid G:eg. ep. 59, 
that Gregory fext Auguſtine to ſee how matters went here in 
this long interval of filence. | 

Bur he goes on, and tells us, that the Britains knew him 
not (that v Auguſtine) wntill he had confirmed his Commi|- 
fron by Miracles, : 


L 2 Now 
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' Now what had he to doe with them, or they with him 2 
his Commiſlion was to convert the Saxoxs, or the Engliſh 
: from their Paganiſm to Chriſtianity, as Gregory ſays in the 
Bede, /ib.1. forementioned Epiſtle, and Bede in thele words. Mifit 
35 Frakes Servum Dei Auguſlinum, & alios complures predicare Ver- 
bum Dei genti Anglorum. Bede calls him Ang/orum Apo- 
ſtolus, to them he was ſent, to them he came; and he 
had more work to doe amongſt them than he was able to 
perform : The Britains were not in the lealt concerned in 
| ' his Commiſſion ; for they were Chriſtians, and very good 
Chriſtians, according to our Authoar's accompr. For he tells 
us, that the great Errours, which Auguſtine found among 
them, were chiefly two ; Their Aftatick Errour, concerning 
11. the keeping of Faſter ; and diſſent from the Roman Church in 
| " the adminiſtring of Baptiſm. 
11 As to the firlt of theſe, therr Afratick Errour, about kee- 
ping of Eaſter : The Britains obſerved the Rule which 
they had teceived with their Chriſtianity ; and they re- 
ceived that, as our Authour ſays, in the days of the Apo- 
| ftles. The Afaticks received the fame Rule, and the fa- 
mous Martyr Polycarp defended it ſtoutly as an Apoſtoli- 
cal Tradition ; a whole Council under Polycrates, in the 
8 Year 197. declared it to be the Rule of St. John, taught 
| and prattifed by him. Upon this accompt, if we ſuppoſe 
| 
| 


it an Errour, it can be no great ope. For there is no 7ra- 
ditional Dottrine ( either in Rome, or any other Church) 
ll which ſolely ſtands upon the credit of Tradition, and has 
Il no ſupport from Scripture, thar can be better evidenced 
ll to come from an Apoſtle, and®vith the frit Chriſtianity, 
[18 than tins Tradition which the Brztains, Scots, Afraticks, 
11118 Greeks, alledged in very carly times to have rcceived in 
| | one and the ſame way. For if this be fo great an Errour, 
Wl | rhougtr it be ſo well atteſted, and ſo ſtrongly urged to be 
| an Apoſtolical Tradition ; what ſecurity can we have for 
the truth of any other 7radizzon whatſoever ? 


The 


(77) 
The great St. Auguſtine ſhews us in his Epiſtle Caſulano, $. auguit. 
that the name of Sr. Peter can give no more Authority to £7. 56. 


a Tradition, than the name of St. Fohy ; nor has any Tra-. 
dition more grounds of credit, becauſe it comes to us by rhe 
way of Rome, than if it came by the way of Epheſus ; the Ea- 
ſtern Church is as creditable a Conveyancer of Tradition, as 
the Weſtern. Therefore if the Britains mult be accuſed of 
any great errour for following of this Tradition, the Ko- 
man Church muſt be highly condemned for requiring the 
obſervance of ſo many things, by virtue of Tradition, 
when they have not the leaſt appearance of fuch Argu- 
ments, as the Brztains had, to prove their Traditions Apo- 
ſtolical. The Britains kept cloſe to their firſt Rule, - ne- 
ver in the leaſt varied from it. The Roman Church ofr 
changed and altered ; and that before this Augu/tire the 
Monk's days, as the Learned Dean of St. Pau/'s has accu- 
rately ſhown in his Diſcourſe againſt Mr. Crefſey. And 
when thoſe of the Roman Communion argued againſt the 
Aſiaticks, and Britains, they could not difprove the Tra- 
dition, or ſhew that this practice was an Innovation ; but 
they alledged Reaſons, and external Arguments, to ſhew 
the inconveniency of it, from the miichiefs that might 
come by ſuch a compliance with the Jews, Thus the Ta- 
bles were changed, Romaniſts were for Reaſon againſt Tra- 
dition ; and ſo they ever will be, when it is for their In- 
tereſt. 

2. The ſecond Errour charged upon the Britains, is 
diſſent from the Church of Rome in the adminiſtring of Bap- 
tiſm. Now this, I ſuppoſe, is put in to make weight in 
the Accuſation : for though Bede has thoſe words, yet he 
tells not wherein their practice difter'd from the Romans, 
nor yet wherein they were to be blamed ; and has not one 
word in all his Ziftory beſides, wherein he blames cither 
the Britains, or the Iriſh, whom he calls (in the language 
of thoſe times) Scots, for any errour in the adminiſtration 


- of Baptiſm. He ſays, 1b, 2. cap. 4. of the Scots that _ 
| | a 
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Bede, [ib.2. had the ſame ways and methods that the Brz# ains had, 


Cap. 4. 


P. 31. 


Bede, lib. 2. 


cap. 2. 


Bede, [:b. 2. 


Cap. 2. 
T.30 


ſimilem vitam ac profeſhonem egiſſe; and there having been, 
according to Bede, ſeveral Dilputes between the Romani/ts, 
and' the*'Scots,, in leſſer matters; had this been their 
fault, this would have been charged too upon them. 

Our Authour adds, Although in ſome other matters they 
differ d from the Church of Rome, yet Augultine promiſed 
to tolerate them, provided they would rettify theſe, which 
the Britiſh Biſhops copſented to. 

This is the worſt Paſſage in all our Authour's Book : for 
it is manifeſtly falſe, point-blank againſt Bede's words , 
who expreſly ſays, that they would not conſent ; and 
then in the manner of _ the Paſſage, there is that 
ſhuffling and juggle, that plainly ſhews he deſtgned fall- 
hood. The words in Bede are theſe ; $7 in tribus his mihi 
obtemperare vultis, ut Paſcha ſao tempore celebretis, ut mi- 
niſterium Baptizandi, quo Deo renaſcimur, juxta morem Ro- 
manz ſantte Eccleffe, & Apoſtolice Ecclefig compleatis , 
ut-genti Anglorum una nobiſcum predicetis verbun Domini, 
cetera que agitis, quamvis moribus noſtris contraria @quani- 
miter cunila tolerabimus. At illi nibil horum ſe fafturos, ne- 
que illuam pro Archiepiſcopo habituros eſſe reſpondebant. 
There cannot be a more plain denial than this. How then 
comes-our Autheur'to ſay that they conſented ; The truth 
is, he ſeems reſolved to fay it, true, or falſe, and there- 
fore he leaves the laſt words, wherein Bede declares the 
Britains diſſent; and adds to them theſe. Cum. Britoes 
confitentur intelexiſſe ſe veram eſſe viam juſtitie, quam prae- 
dicaret Auguſtinus ; Bede, 1ib.2. cap.2. And from thence 
would infer, that the Britains did conſent, But theſe 
words belong to another matter ; they are part of Bede's 
Narration ot the firſt meeting that Augy/tine had with the 
Britains ; then it ſeems Auguſtine did a Miracle, and the 
Britains had a great tenſe ot it, and did confeſs that Augu- 
/tine's way was the right way : But yet for all this ſtound, 
and haſty words, they immediately recollected themſelves, 

| and 


(-79.) 


and in the next moment tell hiri, as Bede ſays ; Non ſe Bede, 1ib. 2 
poſſe , abſque ſuorum conſenſn, ar licentid , priſcu abdicare Cap. 2. 


moribus. That without the leave anid conſent of their own 
Clergy and Laity, or a Synod, (which tha yer if forthwith 
called ) they could not depart from their aveient Cuſtoms. © 

Thus we ſee that the Britains 'who confeſſed, as our Au- 
thour fays, yet would not conſent, till they had the Opti- 
nion, and Judgment of a Synod: and when Auguſtine pro- 
poſed his Matters to the Symwod, they Ratſy denied either 
to receive his Doctrine, or himſelf as their Archbiſhop. So 
then it is plainly falſe, rhat the Britains conſented. Bur 
yet our A»thour puts down that Confeffion firſt in Engliſh, 
and after another quite different diſcourſe he puts it down in 
Latine ; and that on purpoſe to prove'a conſent. Now this 
muſt be defipgned' to cheat, and couzen ſome; I hope he 
meant it for the' Roman Catholirks; I do not fear that any 
Proteſtant can'be gulled by ſuch a'fleight. 

But from this Diſcourſe our Authour obſerves that it 
may be inferretthat 4ngu/tine, and the Brirains agreed in 
Subſtantials':* this! may be allowed, if he theans onely 
thoſe things which are neceſfarily to be held by every 
one that is a Member of the true, Catholick, Apoſtolick 
Church. 'They agreed in the ſame Savzar, in the ſame 
Scriptures, in the fame Creeds; and mn all the DoQrine 
that was maintained and declared in the fr/# four General 
Councils. | | 

But this will not ſuffice, fog our Authour imagines that 
they agreed in all the DoArines which the Church of Rome 
at this day indeavours to impoſe upon others. In order 
to this, pag- 32. he diſcourſes : After aff this, can we be- 
lieve that the Britains, who earneſtly contradifted Auguſtine 


in theſe ſmaller matters, and were ſo'tenatious of their own 


Cuſtoms, would have filently received fo many, and incompa» 
rably greater points of Faith, had they in like manner diſa- 
greed from him therein 2 credat Judixus Apella. 
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Lib.2. cap. 20. 


(80) 

Here our Aathour 1s much to be blamed, becauſe he 
will not permit us to give him civil Language ; he does 
not one)ly betray his ignorance, but what is much worſe ; 
in this Paragraph he challenges to have skill in Bede, and 
Bede is the man that: contradicts him'in every thing he 
ſays. For Bede tells us, that the Britains neither received 
greater points of Faith, nor leſſer, from Augu/tine the 
Monk, nor his Companions. But for more than one hun- 
dred years after Auguſtine's arrival, they clteemed all his 
teachings to be vain, and trifling, and little better than 
Pagzniſm. He concluded his Zi/tory in the Year 725. as 
appears, 6.5. cap. 24. and he himſelf tells us in his Epz- 
tome, that Auguſtine came into England in the Year 597. 

Yet he ſays,” Cum uſque hodie moris fit Britonum, Fidew 
Religzon-mque Anglorum pro nihilo: habere ; _neque in alique 
ers magis communtcare, quam Paganis. That the Britains, ac- 
cording to their uſual way, had no-eſteem at all for the Faith 
and Religion of the Engliſh ; and that they would no more 
communicate with them, than with the Pagans. 


Lib.2. cap-4+ And Bede does not onely fay that. the Britains had ſo 


mean an opinion of the Romans, and their Diſciples ; but 
likewiſe that the Scors (or Jriſþ) had the fame. For 
where he gives us part of the Letter that Laurentius, Mel- 
litus, and Fuſtus ſent to the Scots ; He fays, that when 
they had tried the Britains, they thought the Scots might 
be better. Cognoſcentes Brittones, Scottos meliores putavi- 
mus, but yet they found both alike. For Dagamus their 
Biſhop would neither eat at the ſame Table, nor in the ſame 
Houſe with them. Dagamus Epiſcopus ad nos veniens nou 
ſolum cibum nobiſcum, ſed nec in eodgm FHoſpitio, quo veſ- 
cebamur, ſumere voluit. 

In the ſame page he ſays that Laurentius, and the ret, 
wrote to the Britains too ; Sed quaittum hec agendo profe- 
cerit- adhuc preſentia tempora declarant. That is, that 
the preſent oppoſition ,, which the Britains mace again(t 
the Romaniſts in Bede's days, ſufficiently ſheweth that Lau- 
YEnlius 
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rent ixs his 1etter had tio effect upon them : amd that is the 
fame thing which we had before, -#ſgze Doafe, that from 


Anguftine the Mok dowh'to Bedd's days, the Britains had 
no regard for the Romans teaching of Faith,: or Religion, 
{0 far as it differ'd fron their own. ' | 


do 


From theſe : two. 


Scotos velle communicare cum Anglis, & eorum Epiſcopo ſan- 
to Auguſtino, magis quam Paganis. 

This is ſufficient to ſhew our Authour's preſumption in 
alledging Bede to patragize his vain Opinations concerning 
the Britains ; if we BY e credit to him, the Britains did 
not receive, either ſo many, or ſo great points of Faith 
from Auguſtine the Monk ; for they received non@at all. 
And therefore his Conſequence which he draws from 
thence, is like his Premiſles, good for nought. - That is 
this ; That the PoArines (theſe two Points excepted, their 


By (fatWk Ptrour* and the difference about Baptiſm ) which 


Auguſtine taught the Saxons, had been delivered to the Bri- 
tains from the Apoſtles. 

For ſeeing we have an acknowledged difference in theſe 
two Points in Auzuſtin's days, and other differences (as [ 
ſhall ſhew ) brake out afterwards, and we find no manner 
of agreement between Auguſtine and the Britains; and no 
communication between his Followers and:them for an 


hundred years after, but an extreme averſion and _abhar- 


rence of them, and their ways ; he can no more argue 
for the truth of Auguſtine's Dodtrines from the conſent of 
the Britains, than he may forthe truth of all the Doftrines 
which the preſent Church of Rome teaches, from the con- 
ſent of the preſent Church of England ; we oppoſe them, 
and ſo did they ; we, and they too, reject their Novelties, 
their unjuſt Uſurpations, their unreaſonable Impoſitions ; 
And though the terms of Communion which they would 

us, are much harder than thoſe which A»gu/tine 


lay upon 
: ore to the Britains, yet we thank God our charity 
M 


continues 


Hiemry of. Huntingdon made Henr. Hun- 
the remark which he has, 1b. 3. Hiſt. Nec Britanuos, wee 11,89 Hi: 
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(82) 
continues towards them ; we call them Chriſtians, and 
treat them as Chriſtians, (which the old: Britains would 
not do) and with meeknefs and humility. we endeavour 


to ſhew them their Errours. 
This is enough to the Caſe of Auguſtine, and of Bede's 
Relation of it. And. GR tg the F irſt Part of this Au- 


thour. 


Sr, 


TI am Tours. 


V 


(83) 
A brief Account of - Auguſtine, and the 


Converſion of the Engliſh, taken out 
of Bede's Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory. 


| A Peuſtine after he had been received gratiouſly by 
King Ethelbert, knew not what he had to doe. He 
was ſent to preach plain Chriſtianity to thoſe thar 
were willing to learn it : But he had a mind to doe ſome- 
thing elſe, and therefore ſoon ſent to Pope Gregory for his Bede, 16. «. 
reſolution of certain Queſtions; moſt of which our modern £2: 27: 
Hiſtorians cenfure as Legal and Levitical; and think them | 
all, excepting three, to be of little uſe. Two of theſe are re- 
markable, the firf concerning his own power, which he 
would have extended not onely over Britain, but to France ; 
in this latter he was repreſſed, and told chat the Pope could 
not, nor ought to grant it, becauſe his Predeceſſinrs had 
before ſetled it on the Biſhop of Arles; yet over the Biſhops 
of Britain he gives him all the power which he could with. 
Omnes Fpiſcopos Britanniarum tug fraternitati committimus, Bede, 6h. 1. 
ut indofti doceantur, infirmi perſuaſione roborentur, perverſi cap 27. 
autoritate corrigantur, Now it was unreaſonable in Auzuſtine Rep. 9 
to ask this, _ injuſtice in Gregory to grant it : For both 
muſt needs know, that this was an invaſion of the Rights 
of Biſhops againſt the Canons of the Church ; againſt the 
Sixth of the Nicene Council, and the Eighth of the Epheſine, 
which fays expreſly, that if the Rites of Churches are ta- 
ken away, and that by any Patriarch whatſoever, that Fact 
ſhould be null and invalid. This (Father Baragſays) gave Barneſins, 
juſt cauſe and reaſon to the Briti/h Biſhops to withitand C4'b-Rom. 
Auſtin; quia videbatur Auguſt inus 4xgvi.vu; agere cum tis, co- TEE NES 
endo eos ut reciperent eum pro Archiepiſcopo,& mandatis ex- 
terorum ſe ſubderent. Cum antiqui mores Ecclefg ſue poſtu- 
. larent, ut omnia inter ſe $ mnodicd agerent, tum pro Epiſco- 
M 2 porum 


Bede, lib. 1. 


cap. 27. 
Inter. 3. 


Bede, bb. 1. 


cap. 27. 118 


Reſp. 3- 


Bede, [ib. 2. 


cap. 2. 


Bede, lib. 1. 
cap. 17. 


Bede, lib. 3. 
cap. 7. 
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porum ordinationibus, tum pro aliis negotiis Ecclefiaſticis. 


The /ecend conſiderable Qeery of Angeline was Concer» 
ning Rituals, Forms: of Worſhip, Miſſals or Liturgies i in 
this he propos'd how it comes to paſs, rorts, Tag Paith is 
the ſame every-where, that there is a differeute in Mifals, 
one form or uſage in Rome, and another in France.” Now to 
this, the Pope gave him a wiſe and good anſwer, if he made 
uſe of it ; That he ſhould gather from every place, what- 
ever he found beſt, and moſt pleaſing to Almighty God ; 
not having reſpec to places, but to things; and it the Forms 
and Ulages of Fraxce were rota than thofe of on, he 
might freely take them, without giving any partial refpe&t 
to the place where he had been Fred © Nov enim pro locis 
res, ſed pro bonis rebus, loca ſunt amanda. 'This was a moſt 
worthy direQion of Gregory the Great; and if Auguſtine had 
followed it, no doubt his Rukes and Orders had been vene- 
rable and good : But it is more probable he did it not. Be- 
cauſe he was over bulie in faulting the Brirzſh Churches ; 
He charges them with ſome things as intolerable ; and o- 
ther things, which he intimates to be many, as contrary 
to Roman Vines Cetera que agitis, quamons moribus noſftris 
contraria equanimiter cunfta tolerabimus. Now the Britiſh 
and Freech Churches, as they had the ſame Faith, fo they 
had much the fame Rituals,, Miſals and Liturgies. They 
had ſrequent Communications one with another ; and in 
difficulties about Religion, they were moſt friendly, and 
ready to give mutual aids and affiftances ; Three Briri/h 
Biſhops were at the Council at Arles in Frame; and two 
French Biſhops, St. German, and St. Lupus, by order of a 
Counc1il, at tie requeſt of the Britains, came into Britain to 
ftop the Pe/Mzan Hereſie, to reform Errours, and compoſe 
Differences there. Agzi/bertus who was afterwards Biſhop 
of Paris, came from France into 1reland, and ſtaid a-con- 
ſiderable time there to ſtudy Divinity ,- and. improve his 
Skill in the Holy Scriptures. Agzlbertus natione Gallus le- 
gendarum gratia Scripturarum in Hybernid non parv0 tempore 
emo- 


('85) 
demoratus ; And others went from Britain into France up- 


on the ſame account. . 5 
From hence we may eaſily preſume, that the Briri/h,1ri/h 
and French Churches had' tn moſt things the ſame Rules 


and Orders amongſt them; St. Jerome ſays, Epiſt. 58. Gal- Jerome, Ey.53. 


lig & Britanigz Fcclefie unum Chriftum , unam obſervant 
regulam Fidei. Upon this accompt it ſeems not unlikely, 
that Angu/tine NE he had as many exceptions a- 
ainſt the French Churches, as againſt the Britiſh, As he 
ults the ways and methods of the Britains, becauſe they 
were different from the Cuſtoms of the Remans, moribus 


woſtris contraria, So he offers it to the Pope, as a thing Bede, 1;6, +. 


worthy of conſideration, that the French Mrfſals were not cap. 2. 
the fame with the Romiſh, 

In both cafes he feems to govern himſelf by one and the 
fame reaſon, and that is this ; that the Forms, ſages and 
Miſats of Rome were the beſt, and therefore a/ other Char« 
ches ought to be brought into the fame methods with that. 
From hence it appears that there was a differetice amongſt 


the Romans themſelves. Pope Gregory was of one mind, and 
Aagyuſtine 'of another. Pope Gregory thought there were 
pious and uſefuli inſtitutions in other Places, as well as at 
Rome ; ſorne as gy: 4,. and ſome better. And therefore he 
gave advice to Auguſtine to pick and chooſe in every Coun- 
trey whatever he thought to be beſt, or moſt ſuirable to 
the People, whom he ſhould convert to the Chriſtian Faith, 


Ex fingulis ergo yg 77 Ecclefh ts, Fe pla, que Religioſa, Bede, 115, x 


gaz retla ſunt elige, & hes | os in faſciculunt coltetta, apud cap. 27. 
Anglorum mentes in conſuetudinem depone. Whatever you find 
in any Church whereſoever, that is pious, religious and right, 
take it, and teach it to the Engliſh, and bring it into uſe and 
cuſtome amongſt them. Herein Fe ſhewed himſelf ro be prear, 
and wiſe, as well as Chriſtian ; but Aug 


ine was altoge- 


ther Roman, he would take nothing, and ſcarcely allow of 
any thing, that he himſelf had not been uſed ro ar Rowe. 


- He ated quite contrary to the Pope's diretions. He gave 
himſelf 


—_— 


* | Bede, bb. 2. 
 . Cap. 5. 
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himſelf up to that fondneſs and partiality, which Gregory 
above all things hated. He was for Places, and not for 
"things ; and inſtead of teaching the plain Chriſtianity to 
Saxons, he buſied himſelf to bring the Faſhions of Rome in- 
to Wales : hereby he loſt the advantages which the pru-. 
dence of Gregory had laid out for him. He exaſperated and 
diſguſied both the Britiſh, and.Scotiſh (or IriſbChurches) 
and had but ſmall ſucceſs amongſt the Eg/iþ ; . for the. 
Chriſtianity. he planted amongſt them was bur ſhort liv'd.. 
As ſoon as Ethelbert was dead, Auguſtine's new Converts 
turned Renegadoes to their old Paganiſm ; his Companions, 
Mellitus and Juſtus, were forced to fly ; and Laureetius 
( who miraculouſly was ſtopped, as Bede fays) began a 
new work, and with much pains and labour, after the re- 
turn-of Mef#itus and Faſtus, effected but little. 

Paulinus, and other Miſtoxaries, came after, and did 
ſomething. - But if we believe Bede, the Saxons were as 
much.obliged for their Converſion to the Scors, and to the 
French, as to the Romans ; He commends the Labours of 
Columba,of Aidan, of Ced,and Ceadda, and Finax, and Colman, 
and 7rumbere, and Agilbertus, and Felix, as highly as any 
of the Romans. By the unwearied labours of theſe Men, 
Chriſtianity found a reſurreQion, and after death was re- 
ſtored to life again; it lived and flouriſhed, and ſpread it 
ſelf to: moſt parts of this ſand. 

Here it muſt be obſerved, that in the times of theſe Men, 
Chriſtianity had one advantage which it wanted before ;. 
and that is this. . That a Man of a quite different temper 
from Auguſtine was then Archbiſhop of Canterbury: For Fo- 
norius, Who was third Succeſlour to Auguſtine, did as in- 
duſtriouſly avoid all needleſs Conteſts, as Auguſtine did pre- 
cipitately run upon them. He ſeems to be a Man intirely 
of Gregory's ſpirit and temper ; He was for goodneſs, and 
piety, and fincere'Chriſtianity, and would-not ſtand up- 
on Ritaals, and Zſages of Rome ; upon nicety and pundti- 
{jo ; foas for their fakes to,give diſturbance to AER _ | 
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br to be too much imbitte- 
"he Profeſſours of it, if he outliv'd the ſlaugh- 
= 0 Ne Monkeof Bangor, Honorius ould tolerate; for he 
kept communion and tair correſpondence with Aidan and 
- the Scots, though they continued in the Afratict Errour, 
as our Astboar calls it ; or obſerved their Eaſter Feaſt at a 
different time from what the Romays would have them to 
keep it; and that according to the.ſamerule which Auge- 
fine ſo hi 

Hee diſſonantia Paſchalis vivente Hidano patienter ab om- 
nibus tolerabatur; quia etfi Paſcha contra morem eorum, qui 


ipſum miſerant, facere non potuit : opera tamen fidei, pieta- 


tis, & dilefionis juxta morem omnibus Santtis conſuctum di- 
enter exequi. curavit ; unde ab omnibus, etiam bis qui'de 
Paſchi alitir ſentiebant, meritd diligebatur, wee ſolum 8 me- 
diocribus verum ab ipfis quoque Epiſcop, Fonorio Cantuar io+ 


rum, © Felice Qrientalium Anglorum, venerationi habitus eſt. 
_ By this it appears, = Honorins, and Felix too, the Bi- 
ſtop wo the Eel 4 les, =__ Men of a different temper 
from, Auguſtine, of and more inlarged Spirit; they | 


looked upon Chriſianty as a thing, much erent, and 


terminations. 

- Whilſt this,Spirit governed, mach-was done ig the pro- 
pagation.of Chriſtianity amongſt the Saxons, by Aidan, Fi- 
x9", and Colmax, all ys ſucceſſively Brifhops of Lin- 


disfarn.. Finan or dained Diuma Bitho of the Mercians, and Bede, [;b. 3. 
Ced Biſhop of the Eaſt Saxons, by whoſe Labours they: re- cap. 2r. 


ceived again-the Chriſtian F wag which they: had catt off 


ever ſince the Expulſion of Melitus, that. g for near-fifty Bede, lib. 3% 


years.. 
And he went on-with great ſucceſs in his Dioceſe, rat- 
ſing up Churches, and ordaining Prieſts and'Deacons ; ma- 
ore auttoritate. inceptum- opus —__ Fecit per loca Becle- 


fras,, 


y faulted in the Brit Church, Bede tells us. Lib. 3. cap. 25. 


infigitely preferable before Komav Ulages, Cuſtorns and Dee - 
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Bede, ur prix fa, Presbyteros © Diaconos ardingvit, qui fibi in verbo fdei, 

& minifterio baptizandi adjuvarent. 

- And Bede tells us, that at the death'of Dea/dedit, Arch- 
biſhop of Ganterbary, there was in all Britaiz but one Bi- 
ſhop Grdained by the Rowars ; which he cults Canonically 

ordained, and that was Wink; and that he was f© little con- 
cerned for Auguſtine's © in the Paſchal Comroverſie, - 
that he joined to himſelf two Briri/fh Biſhops in the Ordi- 

Bede, 5.3. nation of Ceadda, to be Archbiſhop of Tork. Wini affumptis 

ma 1 focietatems 0rdinations, Fo ah de Britonum- gente Epiſce 
pis, qui Dominicun Paſghe diem ſecus morem Canouicnm cele- 
brant. "Non enim erat Tunc uns, excepto ifs pron * rota 
Britannit Canowicd Ordinatus. 

"Thus things wear on cafily, with great ſucceſs, andj great 
delight ; the Goſpel was prexched among the Saxows by 
theſe Scots, til 4/5/frod his rewrn from Rowe ; He it ſeems 
was a ſprightfull Youog-man, and doficous-to raiſe himſelf 
to ſome greater emi than chat RCCOMPL 
he travelled abroad to Fraxce,and Remocand mmadeid his duſk 
neſs to inform himſelf of thel Pradticestliatwere 
there. At Rome he ftudied' the verſe about Zafer, 
and thereunder Boniface he'ilearnt the new Cirels, nd'ma- 
ny-other things that concernet Eccleſiaſtical as 

Bede, lib. 5- Bede ſays. ' Computum Paſchs rationabilen,- &' als i 
442.20 = gue in patril nequiverat, Ecclefiaſticis Diſciplinis acoownnto- 
da, codem Magiſtro tradente percepit; at his return from 
thence, he ſtayed in-Fraxce with Daifimes, Biſhop - _ 
ons 2nd there Nad his Crown ſhaven, 45 eo-arton 
Bede, {ib.5. as-it is," (ib. 3.25. 4 wo Tonfare Eeclefiaſt Xe co tc j 
©4P: 2% 8 ceperat; wk was d igned to be the pr $ Heir; 
| tanto habitus amore, ut haredem-fibi illum facere copiterey. 
So Bede ſays, though we know not how he comes'to joint 
' thoſe two ter unleſs he thought that Da/fnus, and 
Wfrid too t deal more ore of: deſigns upon the 
Wold than the Serif Biſhops and Moexks had. 

He returns home, and young Alchfrid was committed * 

to 
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| to his tuition ; him he entertains with Diſcourſes about 


Rome, and' France, about Ecclefraſtical Diſcipline, Eaſter and rae, 1:6. x, 
Tonſure ; and gains ſo far upon: his Pupil, that he thought «2. 25. 


Wilfrid's skill in EccleGaſtical Aﬀairs infinitely beyond that 
of the Scots. FHujus Dottrinam omnibus Scotorum traditioni- 


ſion to tir again, Bede ſays; Defuntto Finano, cum Colman- 
ns in Epiſcopatu ſuccederet, & iſe miſſus 4 Scotia, Gravior 
de obſervatione Paſche, necnon (S. de gliis Ecclefiaſtice vite 
diſciplink, controverſia nata eſt. Colman, Biſhop 0: Lindisfary, 
was for keeping up the Cy/toms of bu ys and W1l- 
frid was for bringing in the Vſages of Rome. 

The particular matters in queſtion were abaut Eaſter and 
TZonſure, or the time when that Feaſt was to be kept, and 


the right way of ſhaving Prieſts Crowns. . Mord ergo que: Bede, (ib. 3. 
ftione de Paſchi' vel Tonſura, vel ali rebus Ecclefraſtics, Up- ©: #5: 
-on-theſe a Sywod was called, King Oſwsi and his Son A{frid. 


was there, and the Xing made a Speech at- firſt, wherein 
he talks, as if-he Son po 

Chriſtian Religion were then to be determined; quod opor- 
teret eps qui uni Deo ſervirent, unam vivendi regulam tenere, 


nec diſcrepare in celebratione Sacramentorum Celeſtium ; That pede, ue prixs. 


they who ſerved the ſame God, ſtould have the ſame rule of 
living, ;and have no difference. in.the uſe of the Heavenly Sa- 
craments, - «Fin Rea” de | 
_ * Ia this Synod Colman and Wilfrid diſputed in the behalf 
of their ſeveral ways of ang ay 4" time of Eaſter; the 
one alledging a Tradition. from St. John, and the other 
from St. Peter : And, King Ofw4 at laſt, who little under- 
ſtood the force of Either Argument, .determined for Wi/- 
frid's Opinion; and that becauſe he would not loſe the fa- 
vourof St. Peter”: for ſeeing both the Diſputants'agreed that 
Chriſt had ſaid unto St. Peter; 1 will give unto thee the Keys 
of the Kingdom'of Heaven ; The Xing ſaid, If he be the 
Door-keeper, I will not offend bim, leſt. there be none to open 
when [ come there; '{o Bede tells us in the end of the 25th 


- Chapter, Lib. 3. Si N Imme- | 


bus jure preferendam ſciebat. And now began the old Que- Bede, ue prive. 


t the. moſt importaot Afﬀairs of 
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Bede, tb. 2. 
cap. 26, 


Bede, lib. 3. 
cap. 28. 


Bede, /ib 3. 
cap. 26. 


' to them) and that onel 
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Immediately after this, Colman finding himſelf and his 
Dodtrine in contempt, leaves his Biſhoprick, and goes over 
into Ireland, traftaturaus cam ſuis, quid de bis facere debebat ; 
and there went along with him all ſuch as would not re- 
ceive this new Reform in the Points of Efer and 7onſure. 
Afſamptis his qui ſequi voluerunt, #d eſt qui Paſcha Catholicum, 
& Tonſuram torong (Nam © de hoc queſtio non minima e- 
rat) recipere nolebant. And a very little 'while alter, 'all 
the reſt of the Scors throughout all Zuglawd,' either fubmit- 
ted to the new Orders, or returned to their own Countrey : 
ut Scotti ommes, qui inter Anglos morabautur, aut bis manus 
darent, aut redirent in patriam. 

Here the E»g/zfh Chriſtians ſuffered a great lofs, who of 
a-fuddain were deprived of the Miniſteries of fo EX- 
cellent Perſons, (who had taught them, converted them, 
baptized them, and oft communicated the Holy Sacrament 

IX the fake of wo Ultgarbrought 
from Rome ; the one of which is certainly wnpertinent, and 
fuch as deſerves not in the leaſt to be conteſted ; and the 
other was thought tolerable by ZZonor ins'and Felix, and the 
beft of thoſe that were bufied in the corfverfion of the Zw- 
g/liſh. Ir is deplorable to think, that for the ſake of theſe, 
the Engliſh Chriſtians ſhonld loſe their Teachers); who, if 
we believe Bede's acoompt, were moſt extraordinary Per- 
ſons, of great piety, ſeyere yertue, and moſt ſincere good- 
neſs. Bede ſays : (Quant parcimonie, cujuſque contimentie 
fuerit ipſe (Colmannus) cum Predeteſſoribus ſuis, tebaba- 
tur etiam locus ile, quem regebat; ubi abewit hus tis excepth 
Fcclejil paurifimiz domus reportee ſant, Tc.” They were Men 
of great ſelf-dental, they had a good Church for the ſervice of 
God, but very few Hoſes for themſebves, .and thoſe onely 
ſuch, as meceſſity of Irving did require; they had no money 
or flock but in Beaſts Kev 2 money the rich gave unto them, 
they preſently diſtributed to the poor ; and they had no need 
of any, for the great ones, who came to their Church, came 
thither for no other caufe but to ſay their Prayers, uy to 

car 
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| bear the Word of God; and if the King m6 0 Is thither, 

he ſaid bis Jon ves and away he went ; or if he wanted a re- 
feftion, be and hu Attendants were content to partake of the 
daily Provifion for the fraternity of their Fouſe: The whole 
care of theſe Teachers was dat py God, and not the World ; 
to provide for the Heart, axd not for the Belly : from whence 
#t came to paſi, that Religion was then in great veneration ; 
whereever a Clerk or a Monk came, he was received by the 
People as the Servant of God. If they ſaw him on the road, 
they ran to him, and rejoyced tm the hambleſt poſture to re- 
cerve hu blefſing. They attended to bu Inftruftions, and Ex- 
hortations; ind every Lord's Day they came in crowds, either 
to the Church, or to their Monaſtery, to learn the Word 0 
God. If a Prieft came by chance into a Village, the Peop 
gathered together, and took care that they might hear the 
Ward of Life from him : For upon no other accompt did the 
Prizſts. or. Clerks. go abroad, but to preach, to baptize, to 
vifit the po und. to _ care gre and Jo for were 
they from s of worldly greatneſs, that t uot ace 
Js. of Rfares ax Land; oo build pra x upon them, 
where they were not conſtrained by mor# than ordinary inſtance 
from: the Secular Powers, of; AHL Of: 

\ This accompt-Beze, no/Friend' to theny, but to the ad- 
verſe Pa cs of them ;.'and' therefore-it muſt be pre- 
ſumed to'be true; Thoſe Svors (or rib) then were moſt 
admirable Perſons, - groat Examples of Vertue und Picty, 
a bleſſing of God, and an' honour to.a Nation. But ſuch 
was theweakneſs, or the tiumour of thoſe times, that” all 
theſe were'to be thrown out, 'to make way for the recep- 
tion ofa few Remiſh Uges. Wilfrid had the aſcendant, pede, 1;3. ;. 
and he would have'it fo. And good St. Chad amongſt the cp. 20. 
reſt was forced to leave the Biſboprick of Tork, that Wil- 
frid, by virtue of the Power and Authority of that' Sear, 

rght be better inabled to carry on/his Reformation #ccor- 
ding to his/new Deſigns and: ProjeRs. WITS 
This Story deſerves ſome I ——— 
| 2 an 
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and if the preſent Romaniſts would refle&t upon it, they will 
find cauſe to ceaſe their boaſts of the performances of their 
Predeceſlours in the converſion of the Engliſh Nation. 

I will add one thing, that as Auguſtine had no great ſuc- 
. ceſs in his buſineſs, ſo neither had Wilfrid in his ; For he 
was twice thrown out of his Bijheprick; and: twice went 
to Rome to make Complaints; and though he was a Man 
of Parts, and had a zeal for that which he thought good, 
yet the effects of his tumultuouſneſs followed him; and he 
that gave troubles to others, had troubles himſelf, 
One Paſſage farther there.is in Bede that muſt not be 0- 
mitted, that is, concerning Theodore, his eleRion to be 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and his miſſion hither; it ſeems 
Egbert, King of Kent, and Oſwi, King of the North- FTum- 
brians, had agreed, after the death of De«ſdedit, to ſend 
Wighart to Rome to be conſecrated there; and that ſome 
Bede, /ib. 4. conliderable time after the Biſhoprick had been void. Ce/- 
_ ſante non pauco tempore Epiſcopatu : Wighart dyed of the 
Plague at Rome. Yitalian, then Pope, conſiders whom to 
ſend over in his ſtead ; he rhought firſt of one Adrian, 
who refuſed the Archbiſhoprick, and commended one An- 
drew, who likewiſe refuſed ; then Theodore was thought of, 
and approved, yet Theodore could not be conſecrated till 
he had received 4 new 7onſure. Bede ſays he yas born at 
Tharſus in Cilicia, 'and had the Tonſure of St. Pau, | after 
the manner of the Orientals; Habuerat Tonſuram more Ori- 
entalium Santi Pauli Apoſio/i. And therefore he was ſtayed 
at Rome ( though the Erg/iſb Nation much wanted their 
Archbiſhop )- four months, till his Hair was grown, that 
the Crown of St. Peter might be rigutly ſhorn on his Head, 
quatuor expettavit menſes, donec illi coma creſceret ; quo in 
coronam tonderi poſſet. It ſeems the fame temper that Wi/- 
frid brought into Evgland was then regnant at Rome; and 
- group ſtreſs was laid upon the right Cut, and wonder- 
St. Peter from that of St. Paul, and of Simon Magus, as 


Bede 


y accurate they were in diſtinguiſhing the Tonſure of 


—_ 
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Bede ſhews. And Mr; Creſſey in his Church-hiftory , "after Bede, /5b. 5. 


a punctual reJation of the ſtare of this worthy Controverſie; 
expreſly ſays, That the Popes of this age. took care, that 
St. Peter's Touſure ſhould onely be received in Britain. 

This ſpeaks how vain and trifling the Komaxs then were 
and it is amazing to compare the thoughts and deſigns of 
theſe, with the accomprt that Bede gives of thoſe ex 
_—_ Scots, who were forced to leave Exgland for their 
lakes. . 

But 7heodore, as he had been uſed himſelf, ſo he was 
forced to treat others ; his firſt great buſineſs was to ſecure 
the two Points of Eaſter and Toxſure, and he durſt not but 
doe it; for he had a Spy over him, to watch his motions ; 
and to urge him to keep cloſe to the preſent humour of 
Rome. Bede tells us that Adrian came over with him, «t 


ei Doftring Cooperator exiſtens diligenter attenderet, ne quid Bede, 1il. 4. 
ile contrarium wveritati fidei, Gracorum more, in Ecclefam ©: '- 


cui preeſſet introduceret. Here we may obferve the vaſt 
difference between the Counſels and Deſignments of Gre- 
gory the Great, and thoſe of Pope YVitalian. Gregory en- 
courages and exhorts his Miſſionary Auguſtine, to gather 


and up in every Countrey ary or. PraQice,. or 
Mode, or Form, that is pious, and religious, and-to the 
glory of God; and to have no regard for Places, but 


Things; no more for the Uſages of Rome, than for thoſe of 
France. But Vitalian ties his Miſfonary Theodore to keep 
cloſe to all the ways and methods of Rome. He would have. 
' him ſhew Rome in every thing he. did, and. to. be intirely 
of the Romay cut. He was altogether for place, and not 
for thing : He had no concern for. what was pious, and 
what religious, and what of good uſe in other Places. He 
was for that onely which was done at home. And though 


Chriſtianity was once moſt pure, ; and moſt glorioully had. 


flouriſhed in the Eaftern Churches, yet e particularly Cau- 
tioned and provided, that Theodore ſhould lay aſide his 


C4p. 22. 
Creſly's Hiſt. 
lib.16. cap.18. 
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firſt Works, 2nd the Inſtitutions of his Fathers, and the 
Traditions of the Eaft, and intirely govern himſelf accor- 
ding to the Uſages of Rome. | | 

Now the effte& of this is moſt remarkable ; though 
Theedore ſubmitted to all this, and came with reſolution 
to pleaſe them, whoſe Creatures he was; yet being a lear- 
ned, ſtout, and maſt reyerend Prelate, he was forced in a 
little time to run into open oppoſition againſt Reme. For 
Wilfrid, the great Stickler for Roman Faſhions, indeavou- 
red to outdoe him, and would always be one ſtep beyond 
him in the way of Romanizing. He could not conſecrate 
a Biſhop, but Wilfrid had ſomething to fay againſt it ; nor 
make a Synodal Conſtitution, but he had much to fault in 
it. And fo troubleſome he was, that Theodore was forced 
to throw him out of his Biſhoprick : upon this Wilfrid ap- 
pealed to Rome, and got the Pope's Bui for his reſetrle- 
ment ; yet Theodore would not reverſe his Sentence ; and 
King Egderr added a ſecond of Baniſhment againſt him : 
And neither would obey, although the Pope threatened 
deprivation and excominunication to all thoſe that would 
not receive him. : 

Indeed in the ſecond year of A/frid he returned again 
but ſoon was baniſhed __ and then again he appealed 
to Rome : and though he had favour there, yer he recet-: 
ved no benefit from it here. For Wilfrid himſelf being 
ſummoned to 'appear at a Sy»od, upbraided the Engliſh Bi- 
ſhops ; That they had oppoſed the Pope's Command for two 
and twenty years ; and wondered that they durſt prefer the 
Conſtitutions of Theodore, before the Bull of the Pope. 

But for all his talk, the Sywod had no more regard for 
the Bull, than the X'iwg, or the Archbiſhop had ; for they 
added a third Sentence of Excommunication againſt him 
and his Adherents. And as long as Theodore lived, this 
Papal Bull was not in the leaft regarded; but Wilfrid the 
great Romanizer, Innovator and Reformer, who had _ 

quiſhed 


quithed the good and truly Chriſtian Scots (or 1riþ) and 


t 
Ti aſi: found himſelf ſufficiently beaten by one who was 
a mere Creature of Rome, 


frid, written by Stephen Heddtus. | 

This ſhort Narration' may deſerve ſome few thoughts 
from any candid Reader ; whether he be Papiſt or Prote- 
ſtant, Romanizer or Catholick, and what is more than all 
thoſe names; plain Chriſtian, Here any one may fee ſfome- 
thirfp'of the firſt Chriſtianity, and ſomething of that which 
was dded to it ; the firſt moſt venerable and good, 
the other vain and trifling, In the Advices of Gregory to 
Auguſtine, and in the Lives and PraQices of Aiden, Finar 
and Colman ; we have a moſt generous fenſe of Piety and 
Religion, and noble Deſigameats moſt agreeable to thoſe 
of our Saviour and his Apoſtles. In the Aims of Auguſtine, 
Wilfrid and Vitalian, we have that which is low and 
mean; great values put little things ; The Name of 
St. Peter oft uſed, and nothing elſe; the Soul and Temper 
of him ſeems totally to. be laid atide. Great noiſe, and 
ſtir, and confidence imployed to advance: that which was 
of no uſe: And the fame Arts Ingaged in the Service 
which the great St. Auguſtine and 


t he merited much in his Conteſts about Eaſter and - | 


All this may be ſeen in Bede, and in the Life*of Wil- Bede, 1ib. z. 


t. Ambroſe deſpiſed Aug. xp.86. 


and trampled upon, when they found them formerly ap- <\vlano. 


pearing in like 

Beſides, we may here fee what miſchiefs have come 
from thoſe Men, who-have made it their buſineſs to ſub- 
ject the Faith and Worthip of Chriſtians -to rhe Determi- 
nations and Uſages of Seduce il Wilfrid certainly gave 
much trouble, and Fren diſturbance to Theodore, to King 
Egbert, to King Alfrid ; to England, to Rome; and all 


this to very little purpoſe. | | 

If any one now has a mind to ſatisfy himſelf in the 
difference between the old Catholick, and the old Romani» 
| xer, 
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zer, he'may compare the accom which Bede gives of 


Colntin an his Predeceſſours, 'wit EY tum which he 
ny of Area, Wilfrid's ; Svecellbus's "of 'theſe I 


ave tranſlated, and the other our Ft 6. may doe, 


fa . when th y OT. 
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